IN THE ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
______________________ COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH

_________________________,

Petitioner,

vs.

_________________________,


Respondent.


/

/

/

/

/

/
FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW REGARDING APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM
Civil No. ______________________
Judge _________________________
Commissioner __________________

______________________________________________________________________________

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.
This case involves the following alleged issues in relation to the child(ren):
a.____child abuse, child sexual abuse or neglect.

b.____child custody.

c.____child parent-time.

d.____child abuse, child sexual abuse or neglect that has been alleged in a complaint, petition or counterclaim, and reported to Child Protective Services.

2.
The court finds that in regard to indigency, as set forth in the most recently revised poverty income guidelines that:

a.____one adult party is not indigent.

b.____both adult parties are indigent.  

The finding of indigency is based on the following:

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.
3.
The court has taken into consideration the limitations of involving a guardian ad litem and finds there is a need for appointment of a guardian ad litem based on the following:
























           

           .

4.
The parties have filed their financial declarations with the court or disclosed to the court their income and applicable expenses for the purpose of setting the amount that the parties will be required to pay toward the guardian ad litem’s fees and expenses.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1. Pursuant to UCA §§ 78A-2-703(1) and 705(1), the court concludes that this case involves matters as indicated in the preceding Findings of Fact.
2. Pursuant to UCA § 78A-2-703(1)(iii) , the court has determined the issue of indigency and found that either one adult party is not indigent or that both adult parties are indigent.

3. Pursuant to UCA § 78A-2-705(2), the court concludes that there is a high priority need and basis for the appointment of a guardian ad litem, and that such an attorney should be appointed by the court.

4. Pursuant to UCA §§ 78A-2-703(3) and 705(4), the specific issues relevant to those indicated in the Findings of Fact paragraph 1 have been identified by the court and should be bifurcated from the other issues in this case; and a final order should be issued within one year after the day on which a guardian ad litem is appointed, except as may be ordered prior to that time pursuant to UCA §§ 78A-2-703(4) or (5); and 705(5) or (6).

5. Pursuant to UCA Sec. 78A-2-705(9), the court concludes that the parties should pay for the guardian ad litem fees, court costs, and paralegal staff, and volunteer expenses in the proportion the court deems to be just and as designated in the court’s order herewith.
DATED this _____ day of ________________________, _________.
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DISTRICT COURT JUDGE
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__________________________________

Domestic Relations Commissioner
DATE:
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