Jurisdiction to Modify a Custody or Parent-time Order
Yes (§78B-13-202)

Start: Was the controlling order entered
or last changed by a Utah court?

No (§78B-13-203)

Has the order been
registered in Utah?
Has a Utah court determined that
none of the following have a
significant connection with Utah other
than mere physical presence?
 Mother and child
 Father and child
 Person acting as parent and child
 Child

Utah does not
have jurisdiction

No

Yes

Has a court of the other state determined
that none of the following have a
significant connection with that state?
 Mother and child
 Father and child
 Person acting as parent and child
 Child

Yes

Yes
Has a Utah court determined that
substantial evidence concerning
the child's care, protection, training,
and personal relationships is not
available in Utah?

No

Has a court of the other state determined
that substantial evidence concerning the
child's care, protection, training, and
personal relationships is not available in
the other state?

Has the court of the other state decided
that a Utah court would be a more
convenient location?

Has a court of any state determined
that none of the following presently
resides in Utah?
 Mother
 Father
 Person acting as parent
 Child

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Has a court of Utah or a court of the other
state decided that none of the following
presently resides in the other state?
 Mother
 Father
 Person acting as parent
 Child

Utah has jurisdiction
No

Utah does not have jurisdiction
Utah has jurisdiction, only if it has
jurisdiction to enter an initial order.
See that analysis on Page 2.
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From Page 1

Jurisdiction to Enter an Initial Custody or Parent-time Order (§78B-13-201)

Start: Not counting temporary absences, has the child lived in Utah with a parent or a person acting as parent for
6 consecutive months immediately before the date the petition is filed, or, if less than 6 months old, since birth?

Utah has jurisdiction

No

Yes

Not counting temporary absences, has the child lived in any state with a parent or a person acting
as parent for 6 consecutive months within the 12 months before the date the petition is filed?

Is that state Utah?

No

Yes

Yes

No

Are any of the following
living in Utah?
 Mother
 Father
 Person acting as parent

Are any of the following
living in the other state?
 Mother
 Father
 Person acting as parent

No

No

Yes

Yes

Has the court of the other
state declined to exercise
jurisdiction because Utah is
a more convenient location?

Utah has jurisdiction

Yes

Do any of the following have a
significant connection with Utah other
than mere presence?
 Mother and child
 Father and child
 Person acting as a parent and child

No

Utah does not
have jurisdiction

Yes

Is substantial evidence
concerning the child's care,
protection, training, and
personal relationships
available in Utah?

Utah does not have
jurisdiction unless no other
state has jurisdiction or all
other states with jurisdiction
have declined jurisdiction.
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No

No

Yes

Utah has jurisdiction

