
Eviction roadmap

Step 1: Landlord serves tenant notice to vacate (nothing is filed in court)

Tenant moves out or 
complies with notice. 

Tenant or landlord 
can sue for money 
damages, including 

rent, damages to the 
premises and return 
of deposit in a small 

claims or district 
court case

Tenant does not move 
out or comply with notice

Step 2: Landlord files 
Complaint and Summons 
for eviction in court and 
has tenant served

Tenant files Answer in 
court within 3 days

Revised January 2021

Tenant does not file 
Answer within 3 days

Landlord files motion 
for default judgment

Either party files Request for 
Occupancy Hearing. Parties 
exchange initial disclosures. 
Hearing held within 10 days

Tenant does not appear

Step 3: Landlord gets 
Order of Restitution 
signed by the court and 
has it served on the 
tenant. 
If default judgment, 
Landlord can also get 
money judgment 
against tenant

Landlord wins – tenant 
must leave rental. If no 
trial is needed landlord 
might get judgment 
against tenant

Tenant wins – tenant 
can stay in rental. If no 
trial is needed tenant 
might get judgment 
against landlord

Tenant appears

Tenant may file a 
Request for Hearing 
Regarding Enforcement 
of an Order of 
Restitution to enforce 
their rights after 
eviction

Sheriff evicts tenant

If a trial is needed the court will schedule one. If not, 
either party files the Certification of Readiness for Trial

Landlord wins – tenant 
must leave rental. 
Landlord can get 
judgment against tenant

Tenant wins – tenant 
can stay in rental. 
Tenant can get 
judgment against 
landlord

Get help at selfhelp@utcourts.gov or 888-683-0009

More information is available here:
www.utcourts.gov/selfhelp/housing.php

https://www.utcourts.gov/howto/smallclaims/
https://www.utcourts.gov/howto/courtprocess/initial_disclosures.html#eviction
https://www.utcourts.gov/selfhelp/contact/
mailto:selfhelp@utcourts.gov
http://www.utcourts.gov/selfhelp/housing.php
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