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Justice Court District Court 

Plaintiff starts case in justice court. 
Case is tried by a judge. 
Rules of Small Claims Procedure apply. 
Appeal is to district court. 

Plaintiff starts case in justice court. 
Defendant removes case to district court (URSCP 
4A). 

Case is tried in justice court by a judge. 
Rules of Small Claims Procedure apply. 
Appeal is to the district court. 

Case is tried by a judge or jury in the District Court.  
Rules of Civil Procedure apply. 
Appeal is to the Court of Appeals. 

Appeal in district court is a trial de novo, with or 
without a jury. 
Rules of Small Claims Procedure apply. 
No further appeals. 

Plaintiff starts case in district court. 
Rules of Civil Procedure apply. 
Case is tried by a judge or jury. 
Appeal is to the Court of Appeals. 

Plaintiff starts case in district court. 
Defendant and plaintiff agree to remove case to 
justice court (Utah Code Section 78A-8-102(2) & 
URSCP 2A). 

Court of Appeals 

https://www.utcourts.gov/howto/smallclaims/

