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CR216 Jury Deliberations. 
 
In the jury room, discuss the evidence and speak your minds with each other. Open discussion should 
help you reach a unanimous agreement on a verdict. Listen carefully and respectfully to each other’s 
views and keep an open mind about what others have to say. I recommend that you not commit 
yourselves to a particular verdict before discussing all the evidence. 
 
Try to reach unanimous agreement, but only if you can do so honestly and in good conscience. If there 
is a difference of opinion about the evidence or the verdict, do not hesitate to change your mind if you 
become convinced that your position is wrong. On the other hand, do not give up your honestly held 
views about the evidence simply to agree on a verdict, to give in to pressure from other jurors, or just 
to get the case over with. In the end, your vote must be your own. 
 
Because this is a criminal case, every single juror must agree with the verdict before the defendant 
can be found “guilty” or “not guilty.” In reaching your verdict you may not use methods of chance, 
such as drawing straws or flipping a coin. Rather, the verdict must reflect your individual, careful, and 
conscientious judgment as to whether the evidence presented by the prosecutor proved each charge 
beyond a reasonable doubt. 
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