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Jonathan Hafen, Chair  X  
Rod N. Andreason X   
Judge James T. Blanch  X  
Lauren DiFrancesco X   
Judge Kent Holmberg   X 
James Hunnicutt X   
Larissa Lee X   
Trevor Lee X   
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Timothy Pack X   
Bryan Pattison   X 
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Judge Clay Stucki X   
Judge Laura Scott  X  
Leslie W. Slaugh X   
Trystan B. Smith  X  
Heather M. Sneddon  X  
Paul Stancil X   
Judge Andrew H. Stone X   
Justin T. Toth X   
Susan Vogel X   
Brooke McKnight X   
Ash McMurray, Recording 
Secretary 

X   

Nancy Sylvester, Staff X   
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(1) WELCOME AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

Rod Andreason, acting as chair pro tem, welcomed the committee and asked for approval of 
the minutes. The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 
(2) PROBATE RULE 26.4  
 
 Nancy Sylvester introduced new amendments made to Rule 26.4, which the committee 
discussed and approved to go on to the Supreme Court. During the discussion, several committee 
members raised concerns regarding how a respondent’s objection made using their preferred means 
of communication would be memorialized and how other parties would receive a copy of the 
objection. Noting that specific concerns would become clearer over time and use, the committee 
determined that notice to the other parties of the objection was sufficient and that the language of 
the rule should be approved without further amendment. Judge Andrew Stone moved to recommend 
that the Supreme Court take final action on the rule as drafted below. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

Rule 26.4. Provisions governing disclosure and discovery in contested proceedings under Title 
75 of the Utah Code. 

(a) Scope. This rule applies to all contested actions arising under Title 75 of the Utah Code.  

(b) Definition. A probate dispute is a contested action arising under Title 75 of the Utah Code.  

(c) Designation of parties, objections, initial disclosures, and discovery.  
(c)(1) Designation of Parties. For purposes of Rule 26, the plaintiff in probate proceedings is 

presumed to be the petitioner in the matter, and the defendant is presumed to be any party filing who has 

made an objection. Once a probate dispute arises, and based on the facts and circumstances of the 

case, the court may designate an interested person as plaintiff, defendant, or non-party for purposes of 

discovery. Only an interested person who has appeared on the record will be treated as a party for 

purposes of discovery. 

(c)(2) Objection to the petition. 

(c)(2)(A) Any oral objection must be made at a scheduled hearing on the petition and must 

then be put into writing and filed with the court within 7 days, unless the written objection has been 

previously filed with the court. The court may for good cause in a guardianship or conservatorship 

case accept an objection made using the person’s preferred means of communication and document 

the objection in the court record. 

(c)(2)(B) A written objection must set forth the grounds for the objection and any supporting 

authority, must be filed with the court, and must be mailed to the parties named in the petition and 



 
 

UTAH SUPREME COURT ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE Page | 3  
Meeting Minutes – October 16, 2019 
 

any interested persons, as that term is defined provided in Utah Code § 75-1-201(24), unless the 

written objection has been previously filed with the court. 

(c)(2)(C) An objection made using the person’s preferred means of communication under 

paragraph (c)(2)(A) must also set forth the grounds for the objection and any supporting authority to 

the extent possible. The court will provide notice of the objection to the parties named in the petition 

and any interested persons, as that term is defined in Utah Code § 75-1-201. 

(c)(2)(CD) If the petitioner and objecting party agree to an extension of time to file the written 

objection, notice of the agreed upon date must be filed with the court. 

(c)(2)(E) The court may modify the timing for making an objection in accordance with Rule 6(b).  

(c)(2)(DF) In the event no written or other objection under paragraph (c)(2)(A) is timely filed, the 

court will act on the original petition upon the petitioner’s filing of a request to submit pursuant to 

Rule 7 of the Utah Rules of Civil Procedure.  

(c)(3) Initial disclosures in guardianship and conservatorship matters.  
(c)(3)(A) In addition to the disclosures required by Rule 26(a), and unless included in the petition, 

the following documents must be served by the party in possession or control of the documents 

within 14 days after a written objection has been filed:  

(c)(3)(A)(i) any document purporting to nominate a guardian or conservator, including a will, 

trust, power of attorney, or advance healthcare directive, copies of which must be served upon 

all interested persons; and 

(c)(3)(A)(ii) a list of less restrictive alternatives to guardianship or conservatorship that the 

petitioner has explored and ways in which a guardianship or conservatorship of the respondent 

may be limited.  

This paragraph supersedes Rule 26(a)(2). 

(c)(3)(B) The initial disclosure documents must be served on the parties named in the probate 

petition and the objection and anyone who has requested notice under Title 75 of the Utah Code:   

(c)(3)(C) If there is a dispute regarding the validity of an original document, the proponent of the 

original document must make it available for inspection by any other the contesting party within 14 

days of the date of referral to mediation unless the parties agree to a different date.  

(c)(3)(D) The court may for good cause modify the content and timing of the disclosures required 

in this rule or in Rule 26(a) in accordance with Rule 6(b). for any reason justifying departure from 

these rules.  

(c)(4) Initial disclosures in all other probate matters.  
(c)(4)(A) In addition to the disclosures required by Rule 26(a), and unless included in the petition, 

the following documents must be served by the party in possession or control of the documents 

within 14 days after a written objection has been filed: any other document purporting to nominate 



 
 

UTAH SUPREME COURT ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE Page | 4  
Meeting Minutes – October 16, 2019 
 

a personal representative or trustee after death, including wills, trusts, and any amendments to those 

documents, copies of which must be served upon all interested persons. This paragraph supersedes 

Rule 26(a)(2). 

(c)(4)(B) The initial disclosure documents must be served on the parties named in the probate 

petition and the objection and anyone who has requested notice under Title 75 of the Utah Code.   

(c)(4)(C) If there is a dispute regarding the validity of an original document, the proponent of the 

original document must make it available for inspection by the contesting party within 14 days of the 

date of referral to mediation unless the parties agree to a different date.  

(c)(4)(D) The court may for good cause modify the content and timing of the disclosures required 

in this rule or in Rule 26(a) in accordance with Rule 6(b). for any reason justifying departure from 

these rules. 

(c)(5) Discovery once a probate dispute arises. Except as provided in this rule or as otherwise 

ordered by the court, once a probate dispute arises, discovery will proceed pursuant to the Rules of Civil 

Procedure, including the other provisions of Rule 26.  

(d) Pretrial disclosures under Rule 26(a)(5), objections. The term “trial” in Rule 26(a)(5)(B) also refers 

to evidentiary hearings for purposes of this rule. No later than 14 days prior to an evidentiary hearing or trial, 

the parties must serve the disclosures required by Rule 26(a)(5)(A). 
 
(3) RULE 100 APPROVAL 
 

The committee briefly discussed Rule 100, which received no comments during the 
comment period. Judge Clay Stucki moved to recommend that the Supreme Court take final action 
on the rule as drafted below. Judge Stone seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Rule 100. Coordination of cases pending in district court and juvenile court. 
(a) Notice to the court. In a case in which child custody, child support, or parent time is an issue, all 

parties have a continuing duty to notify the court: 

(a)(1) of a case in which a party or the party's child is a party to or the subject of a petition or order 

involving child custody, child support, or parent time, or child custody, including minor guardianship, 

adoption, or any similar child custody case; 

(a)(2) of a criminal or delinquency case in which a party or the party's child is a defendant or 

respondent; 

(a)(3) of a protective order case involving a party regardless whether a child of the party is involved. 

The notice shall be filed with a party's initial pleading or as soon as practicable after the party 

becomes aware of the other case. The notice shall include the case caption, file number, and name of 

the judge or commissioner in the other case. 
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(b) Communication among judges and commissioners. The judge or commissioner assigned to a case in 

which child custody, child support, or parent time, or child custody is an issue shall communicate and consult 

with any other judge or commissioner assigned to any other pending case involving the same issues and the 

same parties or their children. The objective of the communication is to consider the feasibility of 

consolidating the cases before one judge or commissioner or of coordinating hearings and orders. 

(c) Participation of parties. The judges and commissioners may allow the parties to participate in the 

communication. If the parties have not participated in the communication, the parties shall be given notice 

and the opportunity to present facts and arguments before a decision to consolidate the cases. 

(d) Consolidation of cases. 

(d)(1) The court may consolidate cases within a county under Rule 42. 

(d)(2) The court may transfer a case to the court of another county with venue or to the court of any 

county in accordance with Utah Code Section 78B-3-309. 

(d)(3) If the district court and juvenile court have concurrent jurisdiction over cases, either court may 

transfer a case to the other court upon the agreement of the judges or commissioners assigned to the 

cases. 

(e) Judicial reassignment. A judge may hear and determine a case in another court or district upon 

assignment in accordance with CJA Rule 3-108(3). 

 
(4) RULE 68 DISCUSSION 
 
 Judge Stucki introduced Representative Brady Brammer, Charles Stormont, and Doug 
Cannon and Chuck Conrad from the Utah Association for Justice to discuss the proposed draft Rule 
68, which creates new settlement and fee-shifting rules.  

 
Representative Brammer explained that the purpose of the proposed rule is to preserve 

judicial resources by reducing rising caseloads burdening state district court judges. Accordingly, 
the proposed rule purports to alleviate caseloads by incentivizing parties to enter settlement 
agreements earlier in the litigation process. Representative Brammer also explained the rule is not a 
defense-bar or plaintiffs-bar issue, noting that Nevada has a similar rule and that Nevada’s relatively 
weak plaintiffs’ bar supports the rule. Timothy Pack and Justin Toth asked if states with similar 
rules have seen caseload reductions. Representative Brammer responded that the answer is unclear 
but that the subcommittee built into the proposed rule a mechanism to track Rule 68 settlement 
agreements via return of service filings. Judge Stone asked what effect the proposed rule would 
have on contract enforcement. Representative Brammer responded that if a specific ancillary rule 
should be codified in statute, he would be happy to hear it. Judge Kent Holmberg and Judge Stucki 
noted a concern regarding the committee’s authority to act without legislative action. 

 
 Mr. Stormont, in his capacity as an access-to-justice advocate, recommended that the 
committee revisit the rule within six months of its implementation to evaluate any unintended 
consequences and the need to revert to a previous version of the rule. Mr. Stormont also 
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recommended that the rule be amended to provide parties more time to respond to an offer, which 
would be especially valuable to unsophisticated and unrepresented parties. Mr. Stormont noted that, 
if the proposed rule works as intended, access to justice could be increased by enabling more people 
to access the courts because cases are resolved more quickly.  
 
 Mr. Cannon and Mr. Conrad from the Utah Association for Justice raised additional access-
to-justice concerns. Specifically, Mr. Cannon expressed concerns that, because plaintiffs are often 
individuals with minimal assets, the proposed rule would create an imbalance of power in favor of 
large defendant companies. Mr. Cannon raised further concerns that the rule would disincentivize 
contingency attorneys from helping clients and thereby reduce access to justice. Judge Stucki noted 
that wealthy parties who can outspend their adversaries are already favored and that plaintiffs’ 
attorneys in Nevada reported that their version of the proposed rule helped correct the imbalance. 
Mr. Conrad raised the issue of whether it is good policy to favor judicial economy over the law’s 
traditional balance of relationships that gives “underdogs” the opportunity to win at jury trial.  
The committee discussed the proposed rule’s potential disparate impact depending on the type of 
case at issue and whether the rule could be crafted to account for any disparate impact. Mr. Cannon 
and Mr. Conrad expressed that they would like to return with more specific concerns and possible 
amendments to the proposed draft.  
 
(5) RULE 4 AND ELECTRONIC ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE  
 

Mr. Toth introduced new proposed amendments to Rule 4, which the committee discussed 
and approved to go up to the Supreme Court. Mr. Toth explained that the Rule 4 subcommittee 
simplified the amendments to focus on the original charge of addressing concerns regarding 
electronic acceptance of service and the potential for deception through misrepresentation. Judge 
Stucki moved to recommend that the Supreme Court circulate the rule for public comment. Judge 
Stone and Lauren DiFrancesco seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Rule 4. Process. 
(a) Signing of summons. The summons must be signed and issued by the plaintiff or the plaintiff's 

attorney. Separate summonses may be signed and issued. 
(b) Time of service. Unless the summons and complaint are accepted, a copy of the summons and 

complaint in an action commenced under Rule 3(a)(1) must be served no later than 120 days after the 
complaint is filed, unless the court orders a different period under Rule 6. If the summons and complaint are 
not timely served, the action against the unserved defendant may be dismissed without prejudice on motion 
of any party or on the court's own initiative. 

(c) Contents of summons. 
(c)(1) The summons must: 

(c)(1)(A) contain the name and address of the court, the names of the parties to the action, and 
the county in which it is brought; 

(c)(1)(B) be directed to the defendant; 

http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/urcp003.html
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(c)(1)(C) state the name, address and telephone number of the plaintiff's attorney, if any, and 
otherwise the plaintiff's address and telephone number; 

(c)(1)(D) state the time within which the defendant is required to answer the complaint in writing; 
(c)(1)(E) notify the defendant that in case of failure to answer in writing, judgment by default will 

be entered against the defendant; and 
(c)(1)(F) state either that the complaint is on file with the court or that the complaint will be filed 

with the court within 10 days after service. 
(c)(2) If the action is commenced under Rule 3(a)(2), the summons must also: 

(c)(2)(A) state that the defendant need not answer if the complaint is not filed within 10 days 
after service; and 

(c)(2)(B) state the telephone number of the clerk of the court where the defendant may call at 
least 14 days after service to determine if the complaint has been filed. 
(c)(3) If service is by publication, the summons must also briefly state the subject matter and the sum 

of money or other relief demanded, and that the complaint is on file with the court. 
(d) Methods of service. The summons and complaint may be served in any state or judicial district of 

the United States. Unless service is accepted, service of the summons and complaint must be by one of the 
following methods: 

(d)(1) Personal service. The summons and complaint may be served by any person 18 years of 
age or older at the time of service and not a party to the action or a party's attorney. If the person to be 
served refuses to accept a copy of the summons and complaint, service is sufficient if the person 
serving them states the name of the process and offers to deliver them. Personal service must be made 
as follows: 

(d)(1)(A) Upon any individual other than one covered by paragraphs (d)(1)(B), (d)(1)(C) or 
(d)(1)(D), by delivering a copy of the summons and complaint to the individual personally, or by 
leaving them at the individual's dwelling house or usual place of abode with a person of suitable age 
and discretion who resides there, or by delivering them to an agent authorized by appointment or by 
law to receive process; 

(d)(1)(B) Upon a minor under 14 years old by delivering a copy of the summons and complaint to 
the minor and also to the minor’s father, mother, or guardian or, if none can be found within the state, 
then to any person having the care and control of the minor, or with whom the minor resides, or by 
whom the minor is employed; 

(d)(1)(C) Upon an individual judicially declared to be incapacitated, of unsound mind, or 
incapable of conducting the individual’s own affairs, by delivering a copy of the summons and 
complaint to the individual and to the guardian or conservator of the individual if one has been 
appointed; the individual’s legal representative if one has been appointed, and, in the absence of a 
guardian, conservator, or legal representative, to the person, if any, who has care, custody, or 
control of the individual; 

http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/urcp003.html
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(d)(1)(D) Upon an individual incarcerated or committed at a facility operated by the state or any 
of its political subdivisions, by delivering a copy of the summons and complaint to the person who 
has the care, custody, or control of the individual, or to that person's designee or to the guardian or 
conservator of the individual if one has been appointed. The person to whom the summons and 
complaint are delivered must promptly deliver them to the individual; 

(d)(1)(E) Upon a corporation not otherwise provided for in this rule, a limited liability company, a 
partnership, or an unincorporated association subject to suit under a common name, by delivering a 
copy of the summons and complaint to an officer, a managing or general agent, or other agent 
authorized by appointment or law to receive process and by also mailing a copy of the summons and 
complaint to the defendant, if the agent is one authorized by statute to receive process and the 
statute so requires. If no officer or agent can be found within the state, and the defendant has, or 
advertises or holds itself out as having, a place of business within the state or elsewhere, or does 
business within this state or elsewhere, then upon the person in charge of the place of business; 

(d)(1)(F) Upon an incorporated city or town, by delivering a copy of the summons and complaint 
as required by statute, or in the absence of a controlling statute, to the recorder; 

(d)(1)(G) Upon a county, by delivering a copy of the summons and complaint as required by 
statute, or in the absence of a controlling statute, to the county clerk; 

(d)(1)(H) Upon a school district or board of education, by delivering a copy of the summons and 
complaint as required by statute, or in the absence of a controlling statute, to the superintendent or 
administrator of the board; 

(d)(1)(I) Upon an irrigation or drainage district, by delivering a copy of the summons and 
complaint as required by statute, or in the absence of a controlling statute, to the president or 
secretary of its board; 

(d)(1)(J) Upon the state of Utah or its department or agency by delivering a copy of the 
summons and complaint to the attorney general and any other person or agency required by statute 
to be served; and 

(d)(1)(K) Upon a public board, commission or body by delivering a copy of the summons and 
complaint as required by statute, or in the absence of a controlling statute, to any member of its 
governing board, or to its executive employee or secretary. 
(d)(2) Service by mail or commercial courier service. 

(d)(2)(A) The summons and complaint may be served upon an individual other than one covered 
by paragraphs (d)(1)(B) or (d)(1)(C) by mail or commercial courier service in any state or judicial 
district of the United States provided the defendant signs a document indicating receipt. 

(d)(2)(B) The summons and complaint may be served upon an entity covered by paragraphs 
(d)(1)(E) through (d)(1)(I) by mail or commercial courier service in any state or judicial district of the 
United States provided defendant's agent authorized by appointment or by law to receive service of 
process signs a document indicating receipt. 
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(d)(2)(C) Service by mail or commercial courier service shall be complete on the date the receipt 
is signed as provided by this rule. 
(d)(3) Acceptance of service. 

(d)(3)(A) Duty to avoid expenses. All parties have a duty to avoid unnecessary expenses of 
serving the summons and complaint. 

(d)(3)(B) Acceptance of service by party. Unless the person to be served is a minor under 14 
years old or an individual judicially declared to be incapacitated, of unsound mind, or incapable of 
conducting the individual’s own affairs, a party may accept service of a summons and complaint by 
signing a document that acknowledges receipt of the summons and complaint.  

(d)(3)(B)(i) Content of proof of electronic acceptance. If acceptance is obtained 
electronically, the proof of acceptance must demonstrate on its face that the electronic signature is 
attributable to the party accepting service and was voluntarily executed by the party.  The proof of 
acceptance must demonstrate that the party received readable copies of the summons and 
complaint prior to signing the acceptance of service.  

(d)(3)(B)(ii) Duty to avoid deception. A request to accept service must not be deceptive, 
including stating or implying that the request to accept service originates with a judicial officer or 
court. 
(d)(3)(C) Acceptance of service by attorney for party. An attorney may accept service of a 

summons and complaint on behalf of the attorney’s client by signing a document that acknowledges 
receipt of the summons and complaint. 

(d)(3)(D) Effect of acceptance, proof of acceptance. A person who accepts service of the 
summons and complaint retains all defenses and objections, except for adequacy of service. Service is 
effective on the date of the acceptance. Filing the acceptance of service with the court constitutes proof 
of service under Rule 4(e). 

(d)(4) Service in a foreign country. Service in a foreign country must be made as follows: 
(d)(4)(A) by any internationally agreed means reasonably calculated to give notice, such as 

those means authorized by the Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and 
Extrajudicial Documents; 

(d)(4)(B) if there is no internationally agreed means of service or the applicable international 
agreement allows other means of service, provided that service is reasonably calculated to give 
notice: 

(d)(4)(B)(i) in the manner prescribed by the law of the foreign country for service in that 
country in an action in any of its courts of general jurisdiction; 

(d)(4)(B)(ii) as directed by the foreign authority in response to a letter of request issued by 
the court; or 
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(d)(4)(B)(iii) unless prohibited by the law of the foreign country, by delivering a copy of the 
summons and complaint to the individual personally or by any form of mail requiring a signed 
receipt, addressed and dispatched by the clerk of the court to the party to be served; or 
(d)(4)(C) by other means not prohibited by international agreement as may be directed by the 

court. 
(d)(5) Other service. 

(d)(5)(A) If the identity or whereabouts of the person to be served are unknown and cannot be 
ascertained through reasonable diligence, if service upon all of the individual parties is impracticable 
under the circumstances, or if there is good cause to believe that the person to be served is avoiding 
service, the party seeking service may file a motion to allow service by some other means. An 
affidavit or declaration supporting the motion must set forth the efforts made to identify, locate, and 
serve the party, or the circumstances that make it impracticable to serve all of the individual parties. 

(d)(5)(B) If the motion is granted, the court will order service of the complaint and summons by 
means reasonably calculated, under all the circumstances, to apprise the named parties of the 
action. The court's order must specify the content of the process to be served and the event upon 
which service is complete. Unless service is by publication, a copy of the court's order must be 
served with the process specified by the court. 

(d)(5)(C) If the summons is required to be published, the court, upon the request of the party 
applying for service by other means, must designate a newspaper of general circulation in the county 
in which publication is required. 

(e) Proof of service. 
(e)(1) The person effecting service must file proof of service stating the date, place, and manner of 

service, including a copy of the summons. If service is made by a person other than by an attorney, 
sheriff, constable, United States Marshal, or by the sheriff’s, constable’s or marshal's deputy, the proof of 
service must be by affidavit or unsworn declaration as described in Title 78B, Chapter 18a, Uniform 
Unsworn Declarations Act. 

(e)(2) Proof of service in a foreign country must be made as prescribed in these rules for service 
within this state, or by the law of the foreign country, or by order of the court. 

(e)(3) When service is made pursuant to paragraph(d)(4)(C), proof of service must include a receipt 
signed by the addressee or other evidence of delivery to the addressee satisfactory to the court. 

(e)(4) Failure to file proof of service does not affect the validity of the service. The court may allow 
proof of service to be amended. 
Advisory Committee Notes 

 
(6) ADJOURNMENT  

 
The remaining items were deferred until the next meeting. The meeting adjourned at 5:58 

p.m. The next meeting will be held November 20, 2019.  

http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/URCP004.Note.html
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=567b323063&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1649667804523168784&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-f%3A1649… 1/3

Nancy Sylvester <nancyjs@utcourts.gov>

Rule 26.4
Andrew Riggle <ariggle@disabilitylawcenter.org> Fri, Nov 8, 2019 at 1:42 PM
To: Nancy Sylvester <nancyjs@utcourts.gov>

Hi Nancy,

Thanks for following up. When I suggested this, I was thinking of folk who may blink or or say "yes" or "no" in another
way. Also, individuals who use a picture board or speech augmentative communication device. In addition to the DOJ's
effective communication guidance, here's a sheet with some practical tips that might be useful. Let me know if these are
enough, or if you need something more or different.

Andrew

On Fri, Nov 8, 2019 at 12:06 PM Nancy Sylvester <nancyjs@utcourts.gov> wrote:
Hi Andrew, 

I'm just checking in to see if you have a recommendation ready yet. The Civil Rules Committee will be meeting on
November 20 and it would be helpful to have a recommendation for them to review by then. 

Thanks! 

On Tue, Oct 22, 2019 at 7:31 AM Nancy Sylvester <nancyjs@utcourts.gov> wrote:
Thanks, Andrew!

On Mon, Oct 21, 2019, 5:17 PM Andrew Riggle <ariggle@disabilitylawcenter.org> wrote:
Hi Nancy,

Let me do a bit more research. I should have a couple recommendations for you shortly. Thanks!

Hope everything goes well,
-- 
Andrew Riggle
Public Policy Advocate
(801) 363-1347 x 3209
(801) 363-1437 FAX
ariggle@disabilitylawcenter.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail transmission, and any documents, files or previous e-mail messages attached to it
may contain confidential information that is legally privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible
for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of any of the
information contained in or attached to this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in
error, please immediately notify us by telephone at (800) 662-9080 and destroy the original transmission and its attachments
without reading them. Thank you.

On Oct 21, 2019, at 11:23 AM, Nancy Sylvester <nancyjs@utcourts.gov> wrote:

Hi Andrew! 

https://www.ada.gov/effective-comm.htm
https://iddtoolkit.vkcsites.org/general-issues/communicating-effectively/
mailto:nancyjs@utcourts.gov
mailto:nancyjs@utcourts.gov
mailto:ariggle@disabilitylawcenter.org
mailto:ariggle@disabilitylawcenter.org
mailto:nancyjs@utcourts.gov
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The Civil Rules chairman and I just met with the Supreme Court this morning to finalize Civil Rule
Rule 26.4 but the Court expressed some concerns about not having enough specifics regarding
"preferred means of communication," which was added in response to your comment from the DLC
(below). Can you please provide some examples of how someone who has trouble communicating
generally or during the hearing might have another means of communication? I've attached the draft
rule for your reference. 

Thanks so much!

Nancy

Andrew Riggle: Comment on 26.4
The Disability Law Center (DLC) is the state’s protection and advocacy agency for Utahns with
disabilities. We are also a member of the Working Interdisciplinary Network of Guardianship
Stakeholders.
The DLC is concerned by lines 13-14, which require an objection to a petition be made at a hearing
and filed in writing within 7 days. A respondent may fear objecting publicly, especially if a parent or
other individual whose relationship is important to him or her is the petitioner. Relatedly, for physical,
sensory, cognitive, or other reasons, a respondent may find it difficult to submit an objection in
writing. Therefore, we recommend language be added clarifying that a court should offer assistance
to a respondent in filing an objection using his or her preferred method or means of communication.
The DLC appreciates the reference in lines 32-34 to the statute’s preference for limited guardianship
or conservatorship. However, we think it will be reinforced by not only identifying what alternatives, if
any, have been explored, but whether and how come each was found to be inappropriate or
inadequate. This could be accomplished by including language similar to “If any of these alternatives
exist, why are they not sufficient to support or protect the respondent?,” as found in the Bench Book
under “Questions a Judge Should Consider in Determining Capacity, Appropriate Guardian, and
Limited Guardianship.”
Thank you for your time and consideration of our feedback. If you have questions or would like more
information, please do not hesitate to contact us.
-- 
Nancy J. Sylvester 
Associate General Counsel
Administrative Office of the Courts
450 South State Street
P.O. Box 140241
Salt Lake City, Utah 
84114-0241
Phone: (801) 578-3808
Fax: (801) 578-3843
nancyjs@utcourts.gov

<URCP026.04.Post comment edits.docx>

-- 
Nancy J. Sylvester 
Associate General Counsel
Administrative Office of the Courts
450 South State Street
P.O. Box 140241
Salt Lake City, Utah 
84114-0241
Phone: (801) 578-3808
Fax: (801) 578-3843
nancyjs@utcourts.gov

https://www.google.com/maps/search/450+South+State+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:nancyjs@utcourts.gov
https://www.google.com/maps/search/450+South+State+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:nancyjs@utcourts.gov


11/14/2019 Utah State Courts Mail - Rule 26.4

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=567b323063&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1649667804523168784&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-f%3A1649… 3/3

-- 
Andrew Riggle
Public Policy Advocate
(801) 363-1347 x 3209
(801) 363-1437 FAX
ariggle@disabilitylawcenter.org

   

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail transmission, and any documents, files or previous e-mail messages
attached to it may contain confidential information that is legally privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient or
the person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of any of the information contained in or attached to this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at (800) 662-9080 and destroy the
original transmission and its attachments without reading them. Thank you.

mailto:ariggle@disabilitylawcenter.org
tel:%28800%29%20662-9080
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Rule 26.4. Provisions governing disclosure and discovery in contested proceedings under 1 
Title 75 of the Utah Code. 2 

(a) Scope. This rule applies to all contested actions arising under Title 75 of the Utah Code.  3 
(b) Definition. A probate dispute is a contested action arising under Title 75 of the Utah Code.  4 
(c) Designation of parties, objections, initial disclosures, and discovery.  5 

(c)(1) Designation of Parties. For purposes of Rule 26, the plaintiff in probate proceedings is 6 
presumed to be the petitioner in the matter, and the defendant is presumed to be any party filing who 7 
has made an objection. Once a probate dispute arises, and based on the facts and circumstances of 8 
the case, the court may designate an interested person as plaintiff, defendant, or non-party for 9 
purposes of discovery. Only an interested person who has appeared on the record will be treated as 10 
a party for purposes of discovery. 11 

(c)(2) Objection to the petition. 12 
(c)(2)(A) Any oral objection must be made at a scheduled hearing on the petition and must 13 

then be put into writing and filed with the court within 7 days, unless the written objection has 14 
been previously filed with the court. The court may for good cause in a guardianship or 15 
conservatorship case, accept an objection made using the person’s preferred means of 16 
communication and document the objection in the court record. When a person has a 17 
communication disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act, the court shall accept an 18 
objection made using auxillary aids and services and document the objection in the court record.  19 

(c)(2)(B) A written objection must set forth the grounds for the objection and any supporting 20 
authority, must be filed with the court, and must be mailed to the parties named in the petition and 21 
any interested persons, as that term is defined provided in Utah Code § 75-1-201(24), unless the 22 
written objection has been previously filed with the court. 23 

(c)(2)(C) An objection made using auxillary aids and services the person’s preferred means of 24 

communication under paragraph (c)(2)(A) must also set forth the grounds for the objection and 25 
any supporting authority to the extent possible. The court will provide notice of the objection to the 26 
parties named in the petition and any interested persons, as the term “interested persons” is 27 
defined in Utah Code § 75-1-201. 28 

(c)(2)(CD) If the petitioner and objecting party agree to an extension of time to file the written 29 
objection, notice of the agreed upon date must be filed with the court. 30 

(c)(2)(E) The court may modify the timing for making an objection in accordance with Rule 31 
6(b).  32 

(c)(2)(DF) In the event no written or other objection under paragraph (c)(2)(A) is timely filed, 33 
the court will act on the original petition upon the petitioner’s filing of a request to submit pursuant 34 
to Rule 7 of the Utah Rules of Civil Procedure.  35 
(c)(3) Initial disclosures in guardianship and conservatorship matters.  36 

Comment [NS1]: I added the green highlighted 
sections in response to Andrew Riggle’s email.    
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(c)(3)(A) In addition to the disclosures required by Rule 26(a), and unless included in the 37 
petition, the following documents must be served by the party in possession or control of the 38 
documents within 14 days after a written objection has been filed:  39 

(c)(3)(A)(i) any document purporting to nominate a guardian or conservator, including a 40 
will, trust, power of attorney, or advance healthcare directive, copies of which must be served 41 
upon all interested persons; and 42 

(c)(3)(A)(ii) a list of less restrictive alternatives to guardianship or conservatorship that the 43 
petitioner has explored and ways in which a guardianship or conservatorship of the 44 
respondent may be limited.  45 

This paragraph supersedes Rule 26(a)(2). 46 
(c)(3)(B) The initial disclosure documents must be served on the parties named in the 47 

probate petition and the objection and anyone who has requested notice under Title 75 of the 48 
Utah Code:   49 

(c)(3)(C) If there is a dispute regarding the validity of an original document, the proponent of 50 
the original document must make it available for inspection by any other the contesting party 51 
within 14 days of the date of referral to mediation unless the parties agree to a different date.  52 

(c)(3)(D) The court may for good cause modify the content and timing of the disclosures 53 
required in this rule or in Rule 26(a) in accordance with Rule 6(b). for any reason justifying 54 
departure from these rules.  55 
(c)(4) Initial disclosures in all other probate matters.  56 

(c)(4)(A) In addition to the disclosures required by Rule 26(a), and unless included in the 57 
petition, the following documents must be served by the party in possession or control of the 58 
documents within 14 days after a written objection has been filed: any other document purporting 59 
to nominate a personal representative or trustee after death, including wills, trusts, and any 60 
amendments to those documents, copies of which must be served upon all interested persons. 61 
This paragraph supersedes Rule 26(a)(2). 62 

(c)(4)(B) The initial disclosure documents must be served on the parties named in the 63 
probate petition and the objection and anyone who has requested notice under Title 75 of the 64 
Utah Code.   65 

(c)(4)(C) If there is a dispute regarding the validity of an original document, the proponent of 66 
the original document must make it available for inspection by the contesting party within 14 days 67 
of the date of referral to mediation unless the parties agree to a different date.  68 

(c)(4)(D) The court may for good cause modify the content and timing of the disclosures 69 
required in this rule or in Rule 26(a) in accordance with Rule 6(b). for any reason justifying 70 
departure from these rules. 71 
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(c)(5) Discovery once a probate dispute arises. Except as provided in this rule or as otherwise 72 
ordered by the court, once a probate dispute arises, discovery will proceed pursuant to the Rules of 73 
Civil Procedure, including the other provisions of Rule 26.  74 
(d) Pretrial disclosures under Rule 26(a)(5), objections. The term “trial” in Rule 26(a)(5)(B) also 75 

refers to evidentiary hearings for purposes of this rule. No later than 14 days prior to an evidentiary 76 
hearing or trial, the parties must serve the disclosures required by Rule 26(a)(5)(A).  77 

 78 
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Nancy Sylvester 

Rule 7A subcommittee proposal

DiFrancesco, Lauren E.H. Fri, Sep 20, 2019 at 9:53 AM
To: Nancy Sylvester, Jim Hunnicutt, Judge Kent Holmberg , Leslie Slaugh, Susan Vogel 
Cc: "DiFrancesco, Lauren E.H." 

Nancy –

The Rule 7A subcommittee met last night and here are our final drafts for the committee for new proposed Rules 7A and 
7B. With these two new rules, I think Rule 7(q) should now be deleted. And we recognize the adoption Rule 7B may 
require some changes to Rule 101, which Judge Holmberg has agreed to discuss with the appropriate committee. We 
believe our changes address the comments, and to the extent it’s not clear from the text that they do, we are happy to 
discuss it. Please let me know if there’s anything else you need from our subcommittee before next week’s meeting.

Best, 
Lauren

Lauren E.H. DiFrancesco (née Hosler) | Attorney
STOEL RIVES LLP | 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments are for the exclusive and confidential use of the intended 
recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, please do not read, distribute or take action in reliance upon this message. 
If you have received this in error, please notify us immediately by return email and promptly delete this message and its 
attachments from your computer system. We do not waive attorney-client or work product privilege by the transmission of 
this message.

2 attachments



9/20/2019 Utah State Courts Mail 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=567b323063&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1645210321236402376&simpl=msg-f%3A16452103212… 2/2

URCP 007A FINAL.docx
18K

URCP 007B FINAL.docx
18K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=567b323063&view=att&th=16d4f6120a1a20c8&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=567b323063&view=att&th=16d4f6120a1a20c8&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw


URCP007A. New. Draft: September 20, 2019 
 

Rule 7A. Motion to enforce order and for sanctions. 1 
(a) Motion. To enforce a court order or to obtain a sanctions order for violation of an order, a party 2 

must file an ex-parte motion to enforce order and for sanctions (if requested), pursuant to this rule 3 
and Rule 7. The motion must be filed in the same case in which that order was entered. The timeframes 4 
set forth in this rule, rather than those set forth in Rule 7, govern motions to enforce orders and for 5 
sanctions.  6 

(b) Affidavit. The motion must state the title and date of entry of the order that the moving party 7 
seeks to enforce. The motion must be verified, or must be accompanied by at least one supporting 8 
affidavit that is based on personal knowledge and shows that the affiant is competent to testify on the 9 
matters set forth. The verified motion or affidavit must set forth facts that would be admissible in evidence 10 
and that would support a finding that the party has violated the order.  11 

(c) Proposed order. The motion must be accompanied by a request to submit for decision and a 12 
proposed order to attend hearing, which must:  13 

(c)(1) state the title and date of entry of the order that the motion seeks to enforce; 14 
(c)(2) state the relief sought in the motion;  15 
(c)(3) state whether the motion is requesting that the other party be held in contempt and, if so, 16 

state that the penalties for contempt may include, but are not limited to, a fine of up to $1000 and 17 
confinement in jail for up to 30 days;  18 

(c)(4) order the other party to appear personally or through counsel at a specific place (the court’s 19 
address) and date and time (left blank for the court clerk to fill in) to explain whether the nonmoving 20 
party has violated the order; and 21 

(c)(5) state that no written response to the motion is required but is permitted if filed within 14 22 
days of service of the order, unless the court sets a different time, and that any written response must 23 
follow the requirements of Rule 7. 24 
(d)  25 
(d) Service of the order. If the court issues an order to attend a hearing, the moving party must have 26 

the order, motion, and all supporting affidavits served on the nonmoving party at least 28 days before the 27 
hearing. Service must be in a manner provided in Rule 4 if the nonmoving party is not represented by 28 
counsel in the case. If the nonmoving party is represented by counsel in the case, service must be made 29 
on the nonmoving party’s counsel of record in a manner provided in Rule 5. For purposes of this rule, a 30 
party is represented by counsel if, within the last 120 days, counsel for that party has served or filed any 31 
documents in the case. The court may shorten the 28 day period if: 32 

(d)(1) the motion requests an earlier date; and 33 
(d)(2) it clearly appears from specific facts shown by affidavit that immediate and irreparable 34 

injury, loss, or damage will result to the moving party if the hearing is not held sooner. 35 
(e) Opposition. A written opposition is not required, but if filed, must be filed within 14 days of service 36 

of the order, unless the court sets a different time, and must follow the requirements of Rule 7.  37 

https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%207%20Pleadings%20allowed;%20motions,%20memoranda,%20hearings,%20orders.&rule=urcp007.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%207%20Pleadings%20allowed;%20motions,%20memoranda,%20hearings,%20orders.&rule=urcp007.html
http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?rule=urcp007.html
http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?rule=urcp005.html
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(f) Reply. If the nonmoving party files a written opposition, the moving party may file a reply within 7 38 
days of the filing of the opposition to the motion, unless the court sets a different time. Any reply must 39 
follow the requirements of Rule 7.  40 

(g) Hearing. At the hearing the court may receive evidence, hear argument, and rule upon the 41 
motion, or may request additional briefing or hearings. The moving party bears the burden of proof on all 42 
claims made in the motion. At the court's discretion, the court may convene a telephone conference 43 
before the hearing to preliminarily address any issues related to the motion, including whether the court 44 
would like to order a briefing schedule other than as set forth in this rule.  45 

(h) Limitations. This rule does not apply to an order that is issued by the court on its own initiative. 46 
This rule does not apply in criminal cases or motions filed under Rule 37. Nothing in this rule is intended 47 
to limit or alter the inherent power of the court to initiate order to show cause proceedings to assess 48 
whether cases should be dismissed for failure to prosecute or to otherwise manage the court’s docket, or 49 
to limit the authority of the court to hold a party in contempt for failure to appear pursuant to a court order. 50 

(i) Orders to show cause. The process set forth in this rule replaces and supersedes the prior order 51 
to show cause procedure. An order to attend hearing serves as an order to show cause as that term is 52 
used in Utah law.  53 

http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?rule=urcp007.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%2037%20Statement%20of%20discovery%20issues;%20Sanctions;%20Failure%20to%20admit,%20to%20attend%20deposition%20or%20to%20preserve%20evidence.&rule=urcp037.html
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Rule 7B. Motion to enforce order and for sanctions in domestic law matters. 1 
(a) Motion. To enforce a court order or to obtain a sanctions order for violation of an order, a party 2 

must file an ex-parte motion to enforce order and for sanctions (if requested), pursuant to this rule 3 
and Rule 7. The motion must be filed in the same case in which that order was entered. The timeframes 4 
set forth in this rule, rather than those set forth in Rule 7, govern motions to enforce orders and for 5 
sanctions. If the motion is to be heard by a commissioner, the motion must also follow the procedures 6 
of Rule 101. For purpose of this rule, an order includes a decree.  7 

(b) Affidavit. The motion must state the title and date of entry of the order that the moving party 8 
seeks to enforce. The motion must be verified, or must be accompanied by at least one supporting 9 
affidavit that is based on personal knowledge and shows that the affiant is competent to testify on the 10 
matters set forth. The verified motion or affidavit must set forth facts that would be admissible in evidence 11 
and that would support a finding that the party has violated the order.  12 

(c) Proposed order. The motion must be accompanied by a request to submit for decision and a 13 
proposed order to attend hearing, which must:  14 

(c)(1) state the title and date of entry of the order that the motion seeks to enforce; 15 
(c)(2) state the relief sought in the motion;  16 
(c)(3) state whether the motion is requesting that the other party be held in contempt and, if so, 17 

state that the penalties for contempt may include, but are not limited to, a fine of up to $1000 and 18 
confinement in jail for up to 30 days;  19 

(c)(4) order the other party to appear personally or through counsel at a specific place (the court's 20 
address) and date and time (left blank for the court clerk to fill in) to explain whether the nonmoving 21 
party has violated the order; and 22 

(c)(5) state that no written response to the motion is required, but is permitted if filed at least 14 23 
days before the hearing, unless the court sets a different time, and that any written response must 24 
follow the requirements of Rule 7, and Rule 101 if the hearing will be before a commissioner. 25 
 (d) Service of the order. If the court issues an order to attend a hearing, the moving party must 26 

have the order, motion, and all supporting affidavits served on the nonmoving party at least 28 days 27 
before the hearing. Service must be in a manner provided in Rule 4 if the nonmoving party is not 28 
represented by counsel in the case. If the nonmoving party is represented by counsel in the case, service 29 
must be made on the nonmoving party’s counsel of record in a manner provided in Rule 5. For purposes 30 
of this rule, a party is represented by counsel if, within the last 120 days, counsel for that party has served 31 
or filed any documents in the case. The court may shorten the 28 day period if: 32 

(d)(1) the motion requests an earlier date; and 33 
(d)(2) it clearly appears from specific facts shown by affidavit that immediate and irreparable 34 

injury, loss, or damage will result to the moving party if the hearing is not held sooner. 35 

https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%207%20Pleadings%20allowed;%20motions,%20memoranda,%20hearings,%20orders.&rule=urcp007.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%207%20Pleadings%20allowed;%20motions,%20memoranda,%20hearings,%20orders.&rule=urcp007.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%20101%20Motion%20practice%20before%20court%20commissioners.&rule=urcp101.html
http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?rule=urcp007.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%20101%20Motion%20practice%20before%20court%20commissioners.&rule=urcp101.html
http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?rule=urcp004.html
http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?rule=urcp005.html
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(e) Opposition. A written opposition is not required, but if filed, must be filed at least 14 days before 36 
the hearing, unless the court sets a different time, and must follow the requirements of Rule 7, and Rule 37 
101 if the hearing will be before a commissioner.  38 

(f) Reply. If the nonmoving party files a written opposition, the moving party may file a reply at least 7 39 
days before the hearing, unless the court sets a different time. Any reply must follow the requirements of 40 
Rule 7, and Rule 101 if the hearing will be before a commissioner.  41 

(g) Hearing. At the hearing the court may receive evidence, hear argument, and rule upon the 42 
motion, or may request additional briefing or hearings. The moving party bears the burden of proof on all 43 
claims made in the motion. At the court's discretion, the court may convene a telephone conference 44 
before the hearing to preliminarily address any issues related to the motion, including whether the court 45 
would like to order a briefing schedule other than as set forth in this rule.  46 

(h) Counter Motions. A responding party may request affirmative relief only by filing a counter 47 
motion, to be heard at the same hearing. A counter motion need not be limited to the subject matter of the 48 
original motion. All of the provisions of this rule apply to counter motions except that a counter motion 49 
must be filed and served with the opposition. Any opposition to the counter motion must be filed and 50 
served no later than the reply to the motion. Any reply to the opposition to the counter motion must be 51 
filed and served at least 3 business days before the hearing in a manner that will cause the reply to be 52 
actually received by the party responding to the counter motion (i.e. hand-delivery, fax or other electronic 53 
delivery as allowed by rule or agreed by the parties). The party who filed the counter motion bears the 54 
burden of proof on all claims made in the counter motion. A separate proposed order is required only for 55 
counter motions to enforce a court order or to obtain a sanctions order for violation of an order, in which 56 
case the proposed order for the counter motion must: 57 

(h)(1) state the title and date of entry of the order that the counter motion seeks to enforce; 58 
(h)(2) state the relief sought in the counter motion;  59 
(h)(3) state whether the counter motion is requesting that the other party be held in contempt and, 60 

if so, state that the penalties for contempt may include, but are not limited to, a fine of up to $1000 61 
and confinement in jail for up to 30 days;  62 

(h)(4) order the other party to appear personally or through counsel at the scheduled hearing to 63 
explain whether that party has violated the order; and 64 

(h)(5) state that no written response to the countermotion is required, but that a written response 65 
is permitted if filed at least 7 days before the hearing, unless the court sets a different time, and that 66 
any written response must follow the requirements of Rule 7, and Rule 101 if the hearing will be 67 
before a commissioner. 68 
 (i) Limitations. This rule does not apply to an order that is issued by the court on its own initiative. 69 

This rule applies only to domestic relations actions, including divorce; temporary separation; separate 70 
maintenance; parentage; custody; child support; adoptions; cohabitant abuse protective orders; child 71 
protective orders; civil stalking injunctions; grandparent visitation; and modification actions. Nothing in this 72 

http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?rule=urcp007.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%20101%20Motion%20practice%20before%20court%20commissioners.&rule=urcp101.html
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rule is intended to limit or alter the inherent power of the court to initiate order to show cause proceedings 73 
to assess whether cases should be dismissed for failure to prosecute or to otherwise manage the court’s 74 
docket, or to limit the authority of the court to hold a party in contempt for failure to appear pursuant to a 75 
court order. 76 

(j) Orders to show cause. The process set forth in this rule replaces and supersedes the prior order 77 
to show cause procedure. An order to attend hearing serves as an order to show cause as that term is 78 
used in Utah law.  79 
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URCP 26. 
Advisory Committee Notes 
Disclosure requirements and timing. Rule 26(a)(1).  
The 2011 amendments seek to reduce discovery costs by requiring each party to produce, at an early 
stage in the case, and without a discovery request, all of the documents and physical evidence the party 
may offer in its case-in-chief and the names of witnesses the party may call in its case-in-chief, with a 
description of their expected testimony. In this respect, the amendments build on the initial disclosure 
requirements of the prior rules. In addition to the disclosures required by the prior version of Rule 
26(a)(1), a party must disclose each fact witness the party may call in its case-in-chief and a summary of 
the witness’s expected testimony, a copy of all documents the party may offer in its case-in-chief, and all 
documents to which a party refers in its pleadings.  
 
Not all information will be known at the outset of a case. If discovery is serving its proper purpose, 
additional witnesses, documents, and other information will be identified. The scope and the level of detail 
required in the initial Rule 26(a)(1) disclosures should be viewed in light of this reality. A party is not 
required to interview every witness it ultimately may call at trial in order to provide a summary of the 
witness’s expected testimony. As the information becomes known, it should be disclosed. No summaries 
are required for adverse parties, including management level employees of business entities, because 
opposing lawyers are unable to interview them and their testimony is available to their own counsel. For 
uncooperative or hostile witnesses any summary of expected testimony would necessarily be limited to 
the subject areas the witness is reasonably expected to testify about. For example, defense counsel may 
be unable to interview a treating physician, so the initial summary may only disclose that the witness will 
be questioned concerning the plaintiff’s diagnosis, treatment and prognosis. After medical records have 
been obtained, the summary may be expanded or refined. 
 
Subject to the foregoing qualifications, the summary of the witness’s expected testimony should be just 
that– a summary. The rule does not require prefiled testimony or detailed descriptions of everything a 
witness might say at trial. On the other hand, it requires more than the broad, conclusory statements that 
often were made under the prior version of Rule 26(a)(1)(e.g., “The witness will testify about the events in 
question” or “The witness will testify on causation.”). The intent of this requirement is to give the other side 
basic information concerning the subjects about which the witness is expected to testify at trial, so that 
the other side may determine the witness’s relative importance in the case, whether the witness should 
be interviewed or deposed, and whether additional documents or information concerning the witness 
should be sought. See RJW Media Inc. v. Heath, 2017 UT App 34, ¶¶ 23-25, 392 P.3d 956.  This 
information is important because of the other discovery limits contained in the 2011 amendments, 
particularly the limits on depositionscontained in Rule 26. 

 
Likewise, the documents that should be provided as part of the Rule 26(a)(1) disclosures are those that a 
party reasonably believes it may use at trial, understanding that not all documents will be available at the 
outset of a case. In this regard, it is important to remember that the duty to provide documents and 
witness information is a continuing one, and disclosures must be promptly supplemented as new 
evidence and witnesses become known as the case progresses. 
 
The amendments also require parties to provide more information about damages early in the case. Too 
often, the subject of damages is deferred until late in the case. Early disclosure of damages information is 
important. Among other things, it is a critical factor in determining proportionality. The committee 
recognizes that damages often require additional discovery, and typically are the subject of expert 
testimony. The Rule is not intended to require expert disclosures at the outset of a case. At the same 
time, the subject of damages should not simply be deferred until expert discovery. Parties should make a 
good faith attempt to compute damages to the extent it is possible to do so and must in any event provide 
all discoverable information on the subject, including materials related to the nature and extent of the 
damages. 
 
The penalty for failing to make timely disclosures is that the evidence may not be used in the party’s 
case-in-chief. To make the disclosure requirement meaningful, and to discourage sandbagging, parties 
must know that if they fail to disclose important information that is helpful to their case, they will not be 
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able to use that information at trial. The courts will be expected to enforce them unless the failure is 
harmless or the party shows good cause for the failure. 
 
The 2011 amendments also change the time for making these required disclosures. Because the plaintiff 
controls when it brings the action, plaintiffs must make their disclosures within 14 days after service of the 
first  answer. A defendant is required to make its disclosures within 28 days after the plaintiff’s first 
disclosure or after that defendant’s appearance, whichever is later. The purpose of early disclosure is to 
have all parties present the evidence they expect to use to prove their claims or defenses, thereby giving 
the opposing party the ability to better evaluate the case and determine what additional discovery is 
necessary and proportional. 
 
The time periods for making Rule 26(a)(1) disclosures, and the presumptive deadlines for completing fact 
discovery, are keyed to the filing of an answer. If a defendant files a motion to dismiss or other Rule 12(b) 
motion in lieu of an answer, these time periods normally would be not begin to run until that motion is 
resolved. 
 
Finally, the 2011 amendments eliminate two categories of actions that previously were exempt from the 
mandatory disclosure requirements. Specifically, the amendments eliminate the prior exemption for 
contract actions in which the amount claimed is $20,000 or less, and actions in which any party is 
proceeding pro se. In the committee’s view, these types of actions will benefit from the early disclosure 
requirements and the overall reduced cost of discovery. 
 
Expert disclosures and timing. Rule 26(a)(3). Expert discovery has become an ever-increasing 
component of discovery cost. The prior rules sought to eliminate some of these costs by requiring the 
written disclosure of the expert’s opinions and other background information. However, because the 
expert was not required to sign these disclosures, and because experts often were allowed to deviate 
from the opinions disclosed, attorneys typically would take the expert’s deposition to ensure the expert 
would not offer “surprise” testimony at trial, thereby increasing rather than decreasing the overall cost. 
The amendments seek to remedy this and other costs associated with expert discovery by, among other 
things, allowing the opponent to choose either a deposition of the expert or a written report, but not both; 
in the case of written reports, requiring more comprehensive disclosures, signed by the expert, and 
making clear that experts will not be allowed to testify beyond what is fairly disclosed in a report, all with 
the goal of making reports a reliable substitute for depositions; and incorporating a rule that protects from 
discovery most communications between an attorney and retained expert. Discovery Disclosure of the 
identity and subjects of expert opinions and testimony is automatic under Rule 26(a)(3) and parties are 
not required to serve interrogatories or use other discovery devices to obtain this information. 
 
Disclosures of expert testimony are made in sequence, with the party who bears the burden of proof on 
the issue for which expert testimony will be offered going first. Within seven days after the close of fact 
discovery, that party must disclose: (i) the expert’s curriculum vitae identifying the expert’s qualifications, 
publications, and prior testimony; (ii) compensation information; (iii) a brief summary of the opinions the 
expert will offer; and (iv) a complete copy of the expert’s file for the case. The copy of the expert’s file 
should include all of the facts and data that the expert has relied upon in forming the expert’s opinions. If 
the expert has prepared summaries of data, spreadsheets, charts, tables, or similar materials, they 
should be included. If the expert has used software programs to make calculations or otherwise 
summarize or organize data, that information and underlying formulas should be provided in native form 
so it can be analyzed and understood. To the extent the expert is relying on depositions or materials 
produced in discovery, then a list of the specific materials relied upon is sufficient. The committee 
recognizes that eExperts frequently will prepare demonstrative exhibits or other aids to illustrate the 
expert’s testimony at trial, and the costs for preparing these materials can be substantial. For that reason, 
these types of demonstrative aids may be prepared and disclosed later, as part of the Rule 26(a)(4) 
pretrial disclosures when trial is imminent. 
 
Within seven days after this disclosure, the party opposing the retained expert may elect either a 
deposition or a written report from the expert. A deposition is limited to four hours, which is not included in 
the deposition hours under Rule 26(c)(5), and the party taking it must pay the expert’s hourly fee for 
attending the deposition. If a party elects a written report, the expert must provide a signed report 
containing a complete statement of all opinions the expert will express and the basis and reasons for 
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them. The intent is not to require a verbatim transcript of exactly what the expert will say at trial; instead 
the expert must fairly disclose the substance of and basis for each opinion the expert will offer. The expert 
may not testify in a party’s case in chief concerning any matter that is not fairly disclosed in the report. To 
achieve the goal of making reports a reliable substitute for depositions, courts are expected to enforce 
this requirement. If a party elects a deposition, rather than a report, it is up to the party to ask the 
necessary questions to “lock in” the expert’s testimony. But the expert is expected to be fully prepared on 
all aspects of his/her trial testimony at the time of the deposition and may not leave the door open for 
additional testimony by qualifying answers to deposition questions. 
 
The report or deposition must be completed within 28 days after the election is made. After this, the party 
who does not bear the burden of proof on the issue for which expert testimony is offered must make its 
corresponding disclosures and the opposing party may then elect either a deposition or a written report. 
Under the deadlines contained in the rules, expert discovery should take less than three months to 
complete. However, as with the other discovery rules, these deadlines can be altered by stipulation of the 
parties or order of the court. 
 
The amendments also address the issue of testimony from non-retained experts, such as treating 
physicians, police officers, or employees with special expertise, who are not retained or specially 
employed to provide expert testimony, or whose duties as an employee do not regularly involve giving 
expert testimony. This issue was addressed by the Supreme Court in Drew v. Lee, 2011 UT 15, wherein 
the court held that reports under the prior version of Rule 26(a)(3) are not required for treating physicians. 
 
There are a number of difficulties inherent in disclosing expert testimony that may be offered from fact 
witnesses. First, there is often not a clear line between fact and expert testimony. Many fact witnesses 
have scientific, technical or other specialized knowledge, and their testimony about the events in question 
often will cross into the area of expert testimony. The rules are not intended to erect artificial barriers to 
the admissibility of such testimony. Second, many of these fact witnesses will not be within the control of 
the party who plans to call them at trial. These witnesses may not be cooperative, and may not be willing 
to discuss opinions they have with counsel. Where this is the case, disclosures will necessarily be more 
limited. On the other hand, consistent with the overall purpose of the 2011 amendments, a party should 
receive advance notice if their opponent will solicit expert opinions from a particular witness so they can 
plan their case accordingly. In an effort to strike an appropriate balance, the rules require that such 
witnesses be identified and the information about their anticipated testimony should include that which is 
required under Rule 26(a)(1)(A)(ii), which should include any opinion testimony that a party expects to 
elicit from them at trial. If a party has disclosed possible opinion testimony in its Rule 26(a)(1)(A)(ii) 
disclosures, that party is not required to prepare a separate Rule 26 (a)(4)(E) disclosure for the witness. 
And if that disclosure is made in advance of the witness’s deposition, those opinions should be explored 
in the deposition and not in a separate expert deposition. Otherwise, the timing for disclosure of non-
retained expert opinions is the same as that for retained experts under Rule 26(a)(4)(C) and depends on 
whether the party has the burden of proof or is responding to another expert. Rules 26(a)(4)(E) and 
26(a)(1)(A)(ii) are not intended to elevate form over substance—all they require is that a party fairly inform 
its opponent that opinion testimony may be offered from a particular witness. And because a party who 
expects to offer this testimony normally cannot compel such a witness to prepare a written report, further 
discovery must be done by interview or by deposition. 
 
Finally, the amendments include a new Rule 26(b)(7) that protects from discovery draft expert reports 
and, with limited exception, communications between an attorney and an expert. These changes are 
modeled after the recent changes to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and are intended to address the 
unnecessary and costly procedures that often were employed in order to protect such information from 
discovery, and to reduce “satellite litigation” over such issues. 
 
Scope of discovery—Proportionality. Rule 26(b). Proportionality is the principle governing the scope of 
discovery. Simply stated, it means that the cost of discovery should be proportional to what is at stake in 
the litigation.  
 
In the past, the scope of discovery was governed by “relevance” or the “likelihood to lead to discovery of 
admissible evidence.” These broad standards may have secured just results by allowing a party to 
discover all facts relevant to the litigation. However, they did little to advance two equally important 
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objectives of the rules of civil procedure—the speedy and inexpensive resolution of every action. 
Accordingly, the former standards governing the scope of discovery have been replaced with the 
proportionality standards in subpart (b)(1). 
 
The concept of proportionality is not new. The prior rule permitted the Court to limit discovery methods if it 
determined that “the discovery was unduly burdensome or expensive, taking into account the needs of 
the case, the amount in controversy, limitations on the parties’ resources, and the importance of the 
issues at stake in the litigation.” The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure contains a similar provision. See 
Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(b)(2) (C). This method of limiting discovery, however, was rarely invoked either under 
the Utah rules or federal rules.  
 
Under the prior rule, the party objecting to the discovery request had the burden of proving that a 
discovery request was not proportional. The new rule changes the burden of proof. Today, the party 
seeking discovery beyond the scope of “standard” discovery has the burden of showing that the request 
is “relevant to the claim or defense of any party” and that the request satisfies the standards of 
proportionality. As before, ultimate admissibility is not an appropriate objection to a discovery request so 
long as the proportionality standard and other requirements are met. 
 
The 2011 amendments establish three tiers of standard discovery in Rule 26(c). Ideally, rules of 
procedure should be crafted to promote predictability for litigants. Rules should limit the need to resort to 
judicial oversight. Tiered standard discovery seeks to achieve these ends. The “one-size-fits-all” system is 
rejected. Tiered discovery signals to judges, attorneys, and parties the amount of discovery which by rule 
is deemed proportional for cases with different amounts in controversy. 
 
Any system of rules which permits the facts and circumstances of each case to inform procedure cannot 
eliminate uncertainty. Ultimately, the trial court has broad discretion in deciding whether a discovery 
request is proportional. The proportionality standards in subpart (b)(2) and the discovery tiers in subpart 
(c) mitigate uncertainty by guiding that discretion. The proper application of the proportionality standards 
will be defined over time by trial and appellate courts. 
 
Standard and extraordinary discovery. Rule 26(c). As a counterpart to requiring more detailed 
disclosures under Rule 26(a), the 2011 amendments place new limitations on additional discovery the 
parties may conduct. Because the committee expects the enhanced disclosure requirements will 
automatically permit each party to learn the witnesses and evidence the opposing side will offer in its 
case-in-chief, additional discovery should serve the more limited function of permitting parties to find 
witnesses, documents, and other evidentiary materials that are harmful, rather than helpful, to the 
opponent’s case.  
 
Rule 26(c) provides for three separate “tiers” of limited, “standard” discovery that are presumed to be 
proportional to the amount and issues in controversy in the action, and that the parties may conduct as a 
matter of right. An aggregation of all damages sought by all parties in an action dictates the applicable tier 
of standard discovery, whether such damages are sought by way of a complaint, counterclaim, or 
otherwise. The tiers of standard discovery are set forth in a chart that is embedded in the body of the rule 
itself. “Tier 1” describes a minimal amount of standard discovery that is presumed proportional for cases 
involving damages of $50,000 or less. “Tier 2” sets forth larger limits on standard discovery that are 
applicable in cases involving damages above $50,000 but less than $300,000. Finally, “Tier 3” prescribes 
still greater standard discovery for actions involving damages in excess of $300,000. Deposition hours 
are charged to a side for the time spent asking questions of the witness. In a particular deposition, one 
side may use two hours while the other side uses only 30 minutes. The tiers also provide presumptive 
limitations on the time within which standard discovery should be completed, which limitations similarly 
increase with the amount of damages at issue. A statement of discovery issues will not toll the period. 
Parties are expected to be reasonable and accomplish as much as they can during standard discovery. A 
statement of discovery issues may result in additional discovery and sanctions at the expense of a party 
who unreasonably fails to respond or otherwise frustrates discovery. After the expiration of the applicable 
time limitation, a case is presumed to be ready for trial. Actions for nonmonetary relief, such as injunctive 
relief, are subject to the standard discovery limitations of Tier 2, absent an accompanying monetary claim 
of $300,000 or more, in which case Tier 3 applies. The committee determined these standard discovery 
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limitations based on the expectation that for the majority of cases filed in the Utah State Courts, the 
magnitude of available discovery and applicable time parameters available under the three tiered 
system should be sufficient for cases involving the respective amounts of damages. 
 
Despite the expectation that standard discovery according to the applicable tier should be adequate in the 
typical case, the 2011 amendments contemplate there will be some cases for which standard discovery is 
not sufficient or appropriate. In such cases, parties may conduct additional discovery that is shown to be 
consistent with the principle of proportionality. There are two ways to obtain such additional discovery. 
The first is by stipulation. If the parties can agree additional discovery is necessary, they may stipulate to 
as much additional discovery as they desire, provided they stipulate the additional discovery is 
proportional to what is at stake in the litigation and counsel for each party certifies that the party has 
reviewed and approved a budget for additional discovery. Such a stipulation should be filed before the 
close of the standard discovery time limit, but only after reaching the limits for that type of standard 
discovery available under the rule. If these conditions are met, the Court will not second-guess the parties 
and their counsel and must approve the stipulation.  
 
The second method to obtain additional discovery is by a statement of discovery issues. The committee 
recognizes there will be some cases in which additional discovery is appropriate, but the parties cannot 
agree to the scope of such additional discovery. These may include, among other categories, large and 
factually complex cases and cases in which there is a significant disparity in the parties’ access to 
information, such that one party legitimately has a greater need than the other party for additional 
discovery in order to prepare properly for trial. To prevent a party from taking advantage of this situation, 
the 2011 amendments allow any party to request additional discovery. As with stipulations for 
extraordinary discovery, a party requesting extraordinary discovery should do so before the close of the 
standard discovery time limit, but only after the party has reached the limits for that type of standard 
discovery available to it under the rule. By taking advantage of this discovery, counsel should be better 
equipped to articulate for the court what additional discovery is needed and why. The requesting party 
must demonstrate that the additional discovery is proportional and certify that the party has reviewed and 
approved a discovery budget. The burden to show the need for additional discovery, and to demonstrate 
relevance and proportionality, always falls on the party seeking additional discovery. However, cases in 
which such additional discovery is appropriate do exist, and it is important for courts to recognize they can 
and should permit additional discovery in appropriate cases, commensurate with the complexity and 
magnitude of the dispute. 
 
Protective order language moved to Rule 37. The 2011 amendments delete in its entirety the prior 
language of Rule 26(c) governing motions for protective orders. The substance of that language is now 
found in Rule 37. The committee determined it was preferable to cover requests for an order to compel, 
for a protective order, and sanctions in a single rule, rather than two separate rules. 
 
Consequences of failure to disclose. Rule 26(d). If a party fails to disclose or to supplement timely its 
discovery responses, that party cannot use the undisclosed witness, document, or material at any hearing 
or trial, absent proof that non-disclosure was harmless or justified by good cause. More complete 
disclosures increase the likelihood that the case will be resolved justly, speedily, and inexpensively. Not 
being able to use evidence that a party fails properly to disclose provides a powerful incentive to make 
complete disclosures. This is true only if trial courts hold parties to this standard. Accordingly, although a 
trial court retains discretion to determine how properly to address this issue in a given case, the usual and 
expected result should be exclusion of the evidence. 
 

URCP 26.1 

Advisory Committee Note 

Rule 26.1 was developed by the Family Law Section of the Utah State Bar. It represents the type of 
discovery or disclosure rule that the advisory committee anticipated when drafting proposed Rule 
26(a). 
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URCP 26.2 
 
Advisory Committee Note 
 

This rule requires disclosure of the key fact elements that are typically requested in initial 
interrogatories in personal injury actions. The Medicare information disclosure, including Social 
Security numbers, is designed to facilitate compliance with the requirements for insurers under 
42 U.S.C. § 1395y(b)(8)(C). See, Hackley v. Garofano, 2010 WL 3025597 (Conn.Super.) and 
Seger v. Tank Connection, 2010 WL 1665253 (D.Neb.). 

 
The committee anticipates full disclosures in most cases as a matter of course. However, 

there may be rare circumstances warranting a protective order in which a party would otherwise 
have to disclose particularly sensitive information wholly unrelated to the injury at issue, such as 
a particularly sensitive healthcare procedure or treatment. Information and documents not 
included in the application for a protective order must be provided within the timeframe of this 
rule. 

 
This rule is intended to apply to actions based on personal injury and personal sickness 

using the broad definitions under 26 U.S.C. Sec. 104(a)(2). This includes applies to wrongful 
death actions, in which case the disclosures will usually be of the decedent’s records rather than 
of the plaintiff’s, and emotional distress accompanied by physical injury or physical sickness. 
 
URCP 027 
Advisory Committee Notes 
For a complete explanation of the 1999 amendments to this rule and the interrelationship of these 
amendments with the other discovery changes, see the advisory committee note appended to Rule 26. 
The Supreme Court order approving the amendments directed that the new procedures be applicable 
only to cases filed on or after November 1, 1999. 
 
URCP 032 
Advisory Committee Notes 
For a complete explanation of the 1999 amendments to this rule and the interrelationship of these 
amendments with the other discovery changes, see the advisory committee note appended to Rule 26. 
The Supreme Court order approving the amendments directed that the new procedures be applicable 
only to cases filed on or after November 1, 1999. 
 
URCP 034 
Advisory Committee Notes 
The 2017 amendments to paragraph (b)(2) adopt 1) the specificity requirement in the 2015 amendments 
to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 34(b)(2)(B), 2) a portion of Federal Rule 34(b)(2)(C) dealing with the 
basis for an objection to production, and 3) some clarifying language from the federal note. 
 
Rule 35 
Advisory Committee Notes 
Rule 35 has been substantially revised. A medical examination is not a matter of right, but should only 
be permitted by the trial court upon a showing of good cause. Rule 35 has always provided, and still 
provides, that the proponent of an examination must demonstrate good cause for the examination. And, 
as before, the motion and order should detail the specifics of the proposed examination. 
 
The parties and the trial court should refrain from the use of the phrase “independent medical examiner,” 
using instead the neutral appellation “medical examiner,” “Rule 35 examiner,” or the like. 
 
The committee has determined that the benefits of recording generally outweigh the downsides in a 
typical case. The amended rule therefore provides that recording shall be permitted as a matter of course 
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unless the person moving for the examination demonstrates the recording would unduly interfere with the 
examination. Nothing in the rule requires that the recording be conducted by a professional, and it is not 
the intent of the committee that this extra cost should be necessary. The committee also recognizes that 
recording may require the presence of a third party to manage the recording equipment, but this must be 
done without interference and as unobtrusively as possible. 
 
The former requirement of Rule 35(c) providing for the production of prior reports on other examinees 
by the examiner was a source of great confusion and controversy. It is the committee's view that this 
provision is better eliminated, and in the amended rule there is no longer an automatic requirement for the 
production of prior reports of other examinations. 
 
A report must be provided for all examinations under this rule. The Rule 35 report is expected to 
include the same type of content and observations that would be included in a medical record generated 
by a competent medical professional following an examination of a patient, but need not otherwise 
include the matters required to be included in a Rule 26(a)(4) expert report. If the examiner is going to be 
called as an expert witness at trial, then the designation and disclosures under Rule 26(a)(4) are also 
required, and the opposing party has the option of requiring, in addition to the Rule 35(b) report, the 
expert’s report or deposition under Rule 26(a)(4)(C). The rule permits a party who furnishes a report 
under Rule 35 to include within it the expert disclosures required under Rule 26(a)(4) in order to avoid the 
potential need to generate a separate Rule 26(a)(4) report later if the opposing party elects a report rather 
than a deposition. But submitting such a combined report will not limit the opposing party’s ability to elect 
a deposition if the Rule 35 examiner is designated as an expert. 
 
URCP 37. 
Advisory Committee Notes 
The 2011 amendments to Rule 37 make two principal changes. First, the amended Rule 37 consolidates 
provisions for motions for a protective order (formerly set forth in Rule 26(c)) with provisions for motions to 
compel. By consolidating the standards for these two motions in a single rule, the Advisory Committee 
sought to highlight some of the parallels and distinctions between the two types of motions and to present 
them in a single rule.   
 
Second, the amended Rule 37 incorporates the new Rule 26 standard of "proportionality" as a principal 
criterion on which motions to compel or for a protective order should be evaluated. As to motions to 
compel, Rule 37(a)(3) requires that a party moving to compel discovery certify to the court "that the 
discovery being sought is proportional under Rule 26(b)(2)." Rule 37(b) makes clear that a lack of 
proportionality may be raised as ground for seeking a protective order, indicating that "the party seeking 
the discovery has the burden of demonstrating that the information being sought is proportional." 
 
Paragraph (h) and its predecessors have long authorized the court to take the drastic steps authorized by 
paragraph (e)(2) for failure to disclose as required by the rules or for failure to amend a response to 
discovery. The federal counterpart to this provision is similar. Yet the courts historically have limited those 
more drastic sanctions to circumstances in which a party fails to comply with a court order, persists in 
dilatory conduct, or acts in bad faith. 
 
The 2011 amendments have brought new attention to paragraph (h). Those amendments, which 
emphasized greater and earlier disclosure, also emphasized the enforcement of that requirement by 
prohibiting the party from using the undisclosed information as evidence at a hearing. The committee 
intends that courts should impose sanctions under (e)(2) for failure to disclose in only the most egregious 
circumstances. In most circumstances exclusion of the evidence seems an adequate sanction for failure 
to disclose or failure to amend discovery. 
 
2015 Amendments. 
Paragraph (a) adopts the expedited procedures for statements of discovery issues formerly found in Rule 
4-502 of the Code of Judicial Administration. Statements of discovery issues replace discovery motions, 
and paragraph (a) governs unless the judge orders otherwise. 
 
Former paragraph (a)(2), which directed a motion for a discovery order against a nonparty witness to be 
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filed in the judicial district where the subpoena was served or deposition was to be taken, has been 
deleted. A statement of discovery issues related to a nonparty must be filed in the court in which the 
action is pending. 
 
Former paragraph (h), which prohibited a party from using at a hearing information not disclosed as 
required, was deleted because the effect of non-disclosure is adequately governed by Rule 26(d). See 
also The Townhomes At Pointe Meadows Owners Association v. Pointe Meadows Townhomes, LLC, 
2014 UT App 52 ¶14. The process for resolving disclosure issues is included in paragraph (a). 
 
Additional Note from Tim Pack: 
 
Cases that cite to the Advisory Committee notes to Rule 26 since 2017: 

Keystone Ins. Agency, LLC v. Inside Ins., LLC, 2019 UT 20, ¶ 16 
Willis v. Adams & Smith Inc., 2019 UT App 84, ¶ 33, 443 P.3d 1239 
Ghidotti v. Waldron, 2019 UT App 67, ¶ 16, 442 P.3d 1237, 1242 
Luna v. Luna, 2019 UT App 57, ¶ 46, 442 P.3d 1155 
Arreguin-Leon v. Hadco Constr. LLC, 2018 UT App 225, ¶ 21, 438 P.3d 25, 32, cert. granted, 
No. 20190121, 2019 WL 2751143 (Utah May 22, 2019) 
MacBean v. Farmers New World Life Ins. Co., No. 2:17-CV-00131, 2018 WL 3405268, at *3 
(D. Utah July 12, 2018) 
Northgate Vill. Dev. LC v. Orem City, 2018 UT App 89, ¶ 27, 427 P.3d 391, 399, cert. granted 
sub nom. Northgate Vill. v. Orem City, 429 P.3d 461 (Utah 2018) 
Salo v. Tyler, 2018 UT 7, ¶ 55, 417 P.3d 581, 591 
Williams v. Anderson, 2017 UT App 91, 400 P.3d 1071, 1072 
RJW Media Inc. v. Heath, 2017 UT App 34, ¶ 23, 392 P.3d 956, 961 
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Nancy Sylvester <nancyjs@utcourts.gov>

Fwd: Section D working group on Civil Rules

Wed, Aug 28, 2019 at 5:43 PMAhstone 
To: Nancyjs <nancyjs@utcourts.gov>, "Jonathan O. Hafen" <jhafen@parrbrown.com>

Begin forwarded message:

From: Judge Andrew Stone 
Date: Aug 26, 2019 at 9:27 AM
To: Bryan Pattison, Judge James Blanch, Judge Laura Scott
Subject: Section D working group on Civil Rules

I know Nancy says we probably don't need to be ready on Wednesday, but I thought I'd get the ball rolling with our group 
by passing along my thoughts on the comments to Rules 41, 43, 45, 47, 50 and 52.

In short, I think we can eliminate all of the comments to these rules (the only rules in our section with comments).  
Rule 41 explains the history  of the rule (it follows the federal rule change) and explains why one section is moved to 
Rule 52.  None of this seems necessary.
Rule 43 encourages telephone hearings.  It is unnecessary given the Rule's text.
Rule 45 explains a change from the approved forms contained in the Rules to a form issued by the Board of District 
Court Judges.  It's outdated (Forms are now approved by the Forms Committee) and unnecessary.  Folks can find the 
form on their own.  Perhaps retain a reference to "forms for subpoenas may be found at . . . "
47- Is very long and primarily concerns challenges for cause in jury selection.  I have to admit I've referred to this 
frequently, but it really doesn't add anything to the Rule's text.  It perhaps gives good context, commentary, and 
examples for applying the Rule, but isn't that precisely what we are trying to eliminate?  The other sections are similar--
they purport to add emphasis and encourage practices permitted under the rule beyond the text of the Rule itself.
50 just quotes the federal rules committee.  Doesn't add anything to the text of the Rule itself.
52 explains that the provisions for a ruling in a bench trial after a side has finished its case are now in 52 instead of 41. 
This seems unnecessary and not particularly helpful.

I look forward to hearing all of your thoughts.
-Andy

-- 
Andrew Stone
Third District Judge

https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%2041%20Dismissal%20of%20actions.&rule=urcp041.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%2052%20Findings%20by%20the%20court;%20correction%20of%20the%20record.&rule=urcp052.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%2043%20Evidence.&rule=urcp043.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%2045%20Subpoena.&rule=urcp045.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%2047%20Jurors.&rule=urcp047.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%2050%20Judgment%20as%20a%20matter%20of%20law%20in%20a%20jury%20trial;%20related%20motion%20for%20a%20new%20trial;%20conditional%20ruling.&rule=urcp050.html
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/urcp/view.html?title=Rule%2052%20Findings%20by%20the%20court;%20correction%20of%20the%20record.&rule=urcp052.html
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