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Rule 31. Draft: April 28, 2011

Rule 31. Depositions upon written questions.

(a) Serving questions; notice.

DA party may take-the-testimony-of-any-persen;-includingdepose a party; or
witness by depeosition-written questions. Rules 30 and 45 apply to depositions upon
written questions-witheut-leave-of-court, except insofar as previded-inparagraph{(2)»-
The attendance of withesses may be compelled by the use of subpoena as provided in
Rule-45their nature they are clearly inapplicable.

(=2D) A party sesbebi e o cnne e o Lo cenp el o b v

A3 Aparty-desiring-to-take-a-depesitionupoentaking a deposition using written
guestions shall serve them-upon-every-otherparty-withon the parties a notice stating
él&whlch includes the name or description and address of the pepsen—whe—ls—te—answer

him-or-the-particularclass-or-group-to-which-he-belengs,-and-{2)deponent, the name or
descriptive title and-address-of the officer before whom the deposition is-tewill be taken-

A deposition upon written, and the questions may be taken of a public or private

the-provisions-of- Rule-30{b}{6):to be asked.
(a)4c) Within 14 days after the netice-and-written-questions are served, a party may

serve cross questions-upen-al-etherparties. Within 7 days after being served with cross

guestions, a party may serve redirect questions-upen-all-otherparties. Within 7 days
after being served with redirect questions, a party may serve reeressre-cross questions

{b)-Officerto-take responses-and-preparerecord-(d) A copy of the notice and copies
of all questions served shall be delivered by the party taking the deposition to the efficer
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designated inthe-netice-officer who shall proceed promptly;-ir-the-mannerprovided-by
Rule 30{c){e)and-{Dattaching to the-depositionthe copy-of the notice-andask the

guestions receivedand prepare a record of the responses.
i .

(e) During standard discovery, a deposition by written questioning shall not

cumulatively exceed 15 questions, including discrete subparts, by the plaintiffs

collectively, by the defendants collectively or by third-party defendants collectively.




