
Katherine A. Fox (5278) 
General Counsel 
Utah State Bar 
645 South 200 East 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
Telephone: (801) 297-7047  
Fax: (801) 531-0660 
kfox@utahbar.org 
 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF UTAH 
 

      ) 
IN RE:      ) 

) PETITION TO AMEND BAR’S  
UTAH STATE BAR   ) BYLAWS 14-205 AND 14-206 

) TO SHORTEN VOTING PERIOD 
) FROM 30 TO 15 DAYS FOR  
) COMMISSION ELECTIONS 

 Petitioner.   )            
      ) 
 

THE UTAH STATE BAR, by and through its General Counsel, files this 

Petition to amend Bar’s Bylaws 14-205 and 14-206 to shorten the voting period 

from 30 to 15 days for Board of Bar Commissioners (“Commission”) elections. 

Redlined copies of the proposed changes to Rule 14-205(h)(1) (Board) and Rule 

14-206(b)(4) (Officers) are attached as Exhibit “A” and clean copies reflecting the 

proposed changes are attached as Exhibit “B.” No other rule amendments are 

necessary to effect this change. 

During its regularly scheduled meeting on December 5, 2008, the 

Commission discussed a variety of ways to improve the election process for 

Commission offices. One point of the discussion was to shorten the current 

voting period of 30 days to 15 days.1 The Commission believes that a shortened 

                                                           
1 The voting period is calculated from when the ballot is received until the date due for return to the Bar 
offices. 
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voting period would accomplish several positive things. First, the primary purpose 

would be to encourage early voting and as a corollary, result in more votes being 

cast for open Commission seats and the office of President-elect. The current 

prolonged timeframe of 30 days seems to allow lawyers to set aside their ballots 

in light of more pressing matters which demand more immediate attention. 

Anecdotal evidence points to members’ good intentions but misplaced ballots 

buried in ubiquitous mountains of paper. The hope is that a shortened voting 

period will encourage members to take care of Bar election business early, 

resulting in an increased number of timely submitted ballots. We also hope that 

greater participation in the election process will lead, at least in some cases, to 

greater member involvement in Bar activities, including Committee work and 

special volunteer projects. 

Second, another benefit of shortening the voting period includes the fact 

that the sooner the voting results are in, the earlier the Bar can notify newly-

elected Commissioners in time for them to make plans to attend the Bar’s annual 

Commission retreat and the Summer Convention.2 Because the counting of 

ballots generally occurs in the first week in May and the Bar’s retreat is generally 

scheduled for June, an extra two weeks would allow newly elected officials to 

plan better and be more readily available to attend both functions. Finally, 

another benefit of a shorter timeframe is that candidates for Commission offices 

would be alleviated of the heavy burden of continuing to campaign for an entire 

                                                           
2 The Commission retreat allows Board members to devote time to discussion of the Bar’s long range 
plans, and similar agenda items which typically fight for competition during regularly scheduled 
Commission meetings. 
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month while the balloting process remains open. Although a two week period is 

still longer than normally is the case with elections in general, it ameliorates 

some of the problem with a longer period. 

For the reasons set forth above, the Bar respectfully asks the Court to 

approve this Petition and the necessary Bylaw amendments to shorten the 

Commission election period from one month to two weeks. If the Court approves 

the request, the Bar would like the new time periods to apply to the upcoming 

election in April 2009. 

  
Dated this ____ day of December, 2008. 

 

 

      _______________________________ 
      Katherine A. Fox 
      Utah State Bar General Counsel 
 


	Katherine A. Fox (5278)
	General Counsel
	Utah State Bar
	IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF UTAH


