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Social Media Subcommittee

Minutes

August 18, 2011
Scott M. Matheson Courthouse

Present

Randy Dryer, chair, Parsons, Behle and Latimer
Judge Michele Christiansen, Court of Appeals

Judge Andrew Stone, 3rd District Court

Judge Jeffrey Noland, 2nd District Juvenile Court
Ron Bowmaster, AOC, IT Director
Rob Parkes, AOC, Human Resources 
Tim Shea, AOC, Senior Staff Attorney

Jessica Van Buren, State Law Library, Director
Nancy Volmer, AOC, Public Information Officer
Excused
Brock Beattie, Zions Bank, Legal Counsel

Duane Betourney, 3rd District Juvenile Court, TCE

Megan Crowley, University of Utah Center for Public Policy and Administration
1. Welcome and Review of Minutes



Randy Dryer
-Randy Dryer welcomed everyone to the meeting. The minutes were approved without changes. Mr. Dryer indicated he has had a changed in careers and will now be teaching four classes at the S.J. Quinney School of Law as well as the Honors College. His email address at Parsons, Behle and Latimer is still the best address at which to contact him. 
2. Updates
-Rob Parkes reported that review of the HR Policy on the Use of Social Media for Utah Judicial Employees has been delayed due to the cancellation of the August trial court executives meeting. The next TCE meeting is scheduled for September. Nora Sydow from the National Center of State Courts is interested in a copy of the policy when approved. 
-Mr. Dryer indicated the August meeting of the Study Item Committee had been moved. The committee’s next meeting is September 30 at which time they will review the Policy on the Use of Social Media for Utah Judicial Employees. 
-Nancy Volmer reported on the Conference of Court Public Information Officers she recently attended in Washington D.C.  Social media continues to be a hot topic and a panel addressed “Web 2.0 on a Dime: New Media Workshop.” There was also a lot of discussion about cameras in the courtroom and defining whether or not bloggers are considered media. Ms. Volmer also noted a fireside chat with Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg and NPR’s Nina Totenberg. She came away from the talk realizing how important it is for the public to meet our justices and judges in order to humanize the bench.  
-Mr. Dryer indicated the Study Item Committee recommended to the Judicial Council a pilot project on use of cameras in the courtroom. The Council declined and asked the committee to conduct a thorough study of other states’ experiences that allow cameras in trial courtrooms. 
3. Study the impact of social media on judges and determine if a revision to the Code of Judicial Conduct is necessary
-Mr. Dryer thanked subcommittee members for their advance input on this topic. The general consensus was not to re-draft the Code of Judicial Conduct, but to compile guidelines on the pitfalls judges may encounter when using social media. He suggested drafting a written report for presentation to the Judicial Outreach Committee that covers the following items: 
1.  describes the various social media platforms judges are using or are likely to use in the near future;

2.  identifies which provisions of the Code of Judicial Conduct are potentially implicated; 

3.  outlines the potential pitfalls or cautions judges should consider before using social media;

4.  summarizes the existing ethical opinions that have been issued in other states; and 

5.  recommends the existing Judicial Ethics Advisory Committee issue some “guidance,” “best practices,” or “commonly asked questions and answers” for judges who wish to use social media.
-Judge Michele Christiansen suggested having the Ethnics Advisory Committee look at the issue and suggested the subcommittee’s report be as specific and directive as possible. The more guidance we can provide in the report the better. 
-All three judges on the subcommittee indicated they have personal Facebook pages. 

-Tim Shea agreed that the subcommittee should compile communication that would then assign the Ethnics Advisory Committee to address the question. He indicated many judges in other states have Facebook pages because they stand for election. 
-The Florida Supreme Court’s opinion, which indicates that judges cannot friend lawyers that appear before them, seems to be too restrictive. 
-Mr. Dryer noted that Utah judges under attack may want to use Facebook to respond. 

-It was suggested that the Judicial Council offer training on social media for judges. 

-Ron Bowmaster agreed that raising the awareness of judges on how to use social media as a resource is important. 

-Mr. Dryer said judges need to consider use of social media by their families as well. 

-In moving forward, the subcommittee will compile a report to the Judicial Outreach Committee that indicates these issue need to be address and the importance an educational component. 
-Judge Christiansen suggested braking up the items. The judge offered to summarize #4; Mr. Dryer will address #1, and will ask Brent about #2; and Tim will cover #3 and #5. Mr. Dryer asked those involved to submit the information within the next seven to 10 days to Mr. Shea to compile. The document will then be email to subcommittee members for review. 
4. September Meeting
-The next subcommittee meeting is scheduled for September 8 at noon in the Council Room at the Matheson Courthouse. 
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