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Social Media Subcommittee

Minutes

July 14, 2011
Scott M. Matheson Courthouse

Present

Randy Dryer, chair, Parsons, Behle and Latimer
Judge Jeffrey Noland, 2nd District Juvenile Court
Brock Beattie, Zions Bank, Legal Counsel
Megan Crowley, University of Utah Center for Public Policy and Administration
Gary “Bo” Fairman, 3rd District Juvenile Clerk of Court
Rob Parkes, AOC, Human Resources 
Tim Shea, AOC, Senior Staff Attorney

Jessica Van Bureau, State Law Library, Director
Nancy Volmer, AOC, Public Information Officer
Excused

Judge Michele Christiansen, Court of Appeals

Judge Andrew Stone, 3rd District Court

Ron Bowmaster, AOC, IT Director
1. Welcome and Approval of Minutes



Randy Dryer
-Randy Dryer welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Bo Fairman who is attending in the place of Duane Betourney. The minutes were approved without changes. 
2. Report and Recommendations on the Possession and Use of Electronic Devices in Court Facilities
-Randy Dryer reviewed the process for approval of the Electronic Devices in Court Facilities. After the subcommittee approves the report and recommendations, the information will be presented to the Standing Committee on Judicial Outreach at its July 21 meeting. Once the standing committee approves the report and recommendations, it will be forwarded to the Judicial Council’s Study Item Committee for discussion. 
-The District Court Board’s report on this topic will be discussed in tandem with the Social Media Subcommittee’s report. 

-The subcommittee reviewed changes to the report. Discussion about the vicinity of any restrictions was discussed in depth as was protecting the privacy of a minor. 

-After a thorough discussion, the subcommittee voted to approve the document with revisions. Tim Shea will make the changes and forward a copy for distribution. 

3. Updates
-Rob Parkes reported that the HR Policy on the Use of Social Media for Utah Judicial Employees has been sent electronically to the HR Committee for review. The next step is to present the policy at the August 5 meeting of the trial court executives before it is forwarded to the Management Committee and Judicial Council for review. Mr. Dryer offered to present the policy at the TCE meeting. 
-Mr. Dryer indicated the next agenda item the subcommittee will review is the fifth charge, which is to study the impact of social media on judges and determine if a revision to the Code of Judicial Conduct is necessary. 
-The subcommittee discussed the approach to this topic. 

-Mr. Shea recommended not amending the Cannons, but providing the judges a cautionary note regarding the use of social media or to provide the Ethnics Advisory Committee with the subcommittee’s recommendations. 

-Mr. Dryer added that the Judicial Council would probably appreciate a report on what other states are doing and point out issues on how social media can impact judicial behavior. Judge Noland liked this approach and suggested he and other judges would welcome guidance on the issue. 
-Mr. Shea indicated the group could also request an opinion from the Ethics Advisory Committee. 

4. August Meeting
-In preparation for the August meeting, Mr. Dryer asked the subcommittee to identify ethical issues that judges could potentially face regarding use of social media and email these to him and copy Ms. Volmer by August 5. Mr. Dryer will distribute the list to the subcommittee by August 10 in time to review for the next meeting. 
-The next subcommittee meeting is scheduled for August 18 at noon in the Council Room at the Matheson Courthouse. 
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