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Social Media Subcommittee

Minutes

June 9, 2011
Scott M. Matheson Courthouse

Present

Randy Dryer, chair, Parsons, Behle and Latimer
Judge Andrew Stone, 3rd District Court

Judge Jeffrey Noland, 2nd District Juvenile Court

Brock Beattie, Zions Bank, Legal Counsel
Ron Bowmaster, AOC, IT Director

Megan Crowley, University of Utah Center for Public Policy and Administration
Kristina deHaan, AOC, Human Resources Representative
Tim Shea, AOC, Senior Staff Attorney

Mari Cheney, State Law Library, Reference Librarian
Nancy Volmer, AOC, Public Information Officer
Excused

Judge Michele Christiansen, Court of Appeals

Duane Betourney, 3rd District Juvenile Court, Trial Court Executive

1. Welcome and Approval of Minutes



Randy Dryer
-Randy Dryer welcomed everyone to the meeting. He welcomed Kristina deHaan who is attending the meeting in the place of Rob Parkes and Mari Cheney on behalf of Jessica Van Buren. The minutes were approved without changes. 
2. Update on Report to the Standing Committee on Judicial Outreach
-Mr. Dryer indicated he had presented the HR Policy at the May meeting of the Standing Committee on Judicial Outreach. Committee members were receptive to the policy and approved forwarding the policy to the HR Committee. The next meeting of the Judicial Outreach Committee is September 20. Mr. Dryer indicated he would like to have all social media policy approved by the committee at this time. 
-Mr. Dryer asked Nancy Volmer to follow-up with Judge McHugh to see if she would like to send an official communication to the HR Committee acknowledging the Judicial Outreach Committee’s approval of the policy or is the judge would prefer he do so. 

3. Recommend a Consistent Court Policy Regarding Use of Social Media in Judicial Proceedings in All Levels of Court
Attorney use: Mari Cheney

-Mari Cheney reviewed her handout on how attorneys use smart phones and handheld devices in the courtroom. Ms. Cheney indicated attorneys in all age groups use these devices. 
-Mr. Dryer found in his research in other states that some courts ban attorney use of these devices, while others do not. 

-Judge Noland said he is seeing more attorneys using I Pads. 

-A suggestion was made to adapt the policy to include attorney use as well. 

-Judge Noland would like to have a separate policy for attorneys rather than jointly with the policy on public and media use. 

-A recommendation was made to allow attorney use of laptops in the courtroom. Judges presiding over the cases have authority to limit use. A policy statement will be drafted and reviewed at the next meeting. 

Media and public use: Randy Dryer and Megan Crowley
-Mr. Dryer reported that the vast majority of courts have a policy regarding the use of electronic devices in the courtroom. 
-The group reviewed the draft policy point-by-point. In response to a question regarding the need to list the types of social media, Mr. Dryer indicated there was value to being more explicit in policies. 
-Mr. Shea indicated the policy should regulate conduct rather than devices. 

-In response to a question, Mr. Dryer said historically the Federal courts have banned all electronic devices. There is a pilot project underway to study the use of cameras in Federal courts. 

-Mr. Shea offered that the media and public policy applies equally to both audiences. 
-An additional point will be added regarding search and seizure of electronic devices in the courtroom by court personnel. 

-In addition a freestanding policy will be written and indicate that Rule 4-401 Media in the Courtroom could be rewritten to reflect this policy. Ms. Volmer expressed her desire to keep a separate rule for media rather than incorporate the public in the existing media rule. 
-Changes to the policy will be circulated prior to the next meeting.

Juror Use: Tim Shea

-Tim Shea referred to his handout on jurors’ use of social media in judicial proceedings. Items were discussed to include in the policy statement. Mr. Shea will include this information and circulate a policy before the July meeting.  
4. July Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for July 14 at noon in the Education Room at the Matheson Courthouse. (The Education Room is located adjacent to the Judicial Council Room.) Ms. Volmer requested the August meeting be moved to the 18th at noon and will notify those not present of the change. 
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