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Social Media Subcommittee

Minutes

May 12, 2011
Scott M. Matheson Courthouse

Present

Randy Dryer, chair, Parsons, Behle and Latimer
Judge Michele Christiansen, Court of Appeals

Judge Andrew Stone, 3rd District Court

Brock Beattie, Zions Bank, Legal Counsel
Megan Crowley, University of Utah Center for Public Policy and Administration
Jessica VanBuren, State Law Library, Director
Nancy Volmer, AOC, Public Information Officer
Excused

Judge Jeffrey Noland, 2nd District Juvenile Court

Duane Betourney, 3rd District Juvenile Court, Trial Court Executive

Ron Bowmaster, AOC, IT Director

Rob Parkes, AOC, Director of Education and Human Resources

Tim Shea, AOC, Senior Staff Attorney
1. Welcome and Approval of Minutes



Randy Dryer
-Randy Dryer welcomed everyone to the meeting. He asked if there were any changes to the minutes. The minutes were approved without changes. 
2. Review Policy on the Use of Social Media for Utah Judicial Employees
-Mr. Dryer reviewed the additional changes to the HR policy. He noted that 7-D was to be deleted. 

-Jessica Van Buren asked if the court’s security director, Carol Price, had reviewed the language. The language for 10-F was discussed and changed to read: Observe security protocol. Employees must not post any content that may pose a threat to court security. For questions, contact the court security director. 
-Nancy Volmer will follow-up with Ms. Price to get her input on the language. The policy is subject to approval after Ms. Price’s review. 
-The next step is to present the draft policy to the Standing Committee on Judicial Outreach at its May 24 meeting. The policy then needs to be reviewed by the HR Policy Committee, trial court executives, Management Committee, and Judicial Council. Prior to review by the Management Committee, the group thought the policy should be distributed more widely for additional input by the Clerks of Court, Boards of Judges and possibly employees. 
-Mr. Dryer indicated he would like to draft a one-page explanation to accompany the policy. He will plan to do so and distribute it to subcommittee members for review. 

-Judge Noland, Duane Betourney, Rob Parkes, and Tim Shea were excused from the meeting, but had provided their approval of the policy with the additional changes.

-Judge Michelle Christiansen motioned to approve the policy as discussed with amendments and the one-page rational. Brock Beattie seconded the motion and all voted in favor.
3. Recommend a Consistent Court Policy Regarding Use of Social Media in Judicial Proceedings in All Levels of Court

-Mr. Dryer indicated that the group had initially planned to study the impact of social media on judges and determine if a revision to the Code of Judicial Conduct is necessary; however, Ms. Volmer and he had decided to re-arrange the study items to coincide with the focus on the Judicial Council’s Study Committee. Therefore the next study item will be to study a consistent court policy regarding use of social media in judicial proceedings in all levels of court. 

-Mr. Dryer suggested looking at the following five user groups: attorneys, court personnel, jurors, media, and the public. 

-After some discussion, it was decided that court personnel and judges would be covered under other policies.
-It was decided that members of the committee would study the following subgroups. 

· Attorneys-Jessica Van Buren

· Jurors-Tim Shea

· Media-Randy Dryer

· Public-Randy Dryer and Megan Crowley

-Mr. Dryer asked those studying a group to either circulate materials via email or to provide them to Ms. Volmer to post on the subcommittee’s webpage. 
-Subcommittee members should come prepared to discuss the research at the group’s June meeting. 

-Ms. Van Buren suggested adding the language in 10-G to this policy as well to cover bailiffs’ use of social media in the courtroom.
4. Other Business
-Mr. Dryer suggested the subcommittee look at the link he emailed regarding the streaming of court hearings that is taking place at Quincy District Court outside of Boston. The project is in conjunction with the local NPR station. 
-Ms. Volmer reported recently surveying trial court executives for policies or procedures regarding cell phones in the courtroom. The protocol ranges from no cell phones allowed in some districts to cell phones allowed but turned off in other districts.
-Ms. Volmer will survey the trial court executives regarding use of lap tops in district courtrooms. 

5. Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for June 9 at noon in the Executive Dining Room at the Matheson Courthouse. This room is located on the first floor, west side of the building through the cafeteria. Signs will be posted to direct those unfamiliar with the room’s location.
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