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Social Media Subcommittee

Minutes

December 8, 2011
Scott M. Matheson Courthouse

Present

Randy Dryer, chair, Parsons, Behle and Latimer
Judge Michele Christiansen, Court of Appeals

Judge Andrew Stone, 3rd District Court

Brock Beattie, Zions Bank, Legal Counsel

Duane Betourney, 3rd District Juvenile Court, TCE

Ron Bowmaster, AOC, IT Director
Rob Parkes, AOC, Human Resources 
Tim Shea, AOC, Senior Staff Attorney
Mari Cheney, State Law Library

Nancy Volmer, AOC, Public Information Officer
Excused
Judge Jeffrey Noland, 2nd District Juvenile Court

Megan Crowley, University of Utah Center for Public Policy and Administration

1. Welcome and Review of Minutes



Randy Dryer
-Randy Dryer welcomed everyone to the meeting. The minutes were approved without changes. 
-Mr. Dryer thanked Rob Parkes for his article on the Social Media Policy for Employees that was printed in the National Center for State Courts newsletter. 
2. Updates
-Report and Recommendations for Judges Use of Social Media: Mr. Dryer reported that he presented the Report and Recommendations for Judges Use of Social Media to the Management Committee and the Judicial Council. The Council referred the report to the Policy and Planning Committee, which Tim Shea staffs. Mr. Shea reported that the committee took a different direction than the Social Media Subcommittee had recommended. The committee decided to have Brent Johnson, who staffs the Ethics Advisory Committee, write a paper for the judges that includes ethical opinions from other states and resources. In addition, a session on social media will be planned at the Judicial Conference in September 2012, as well as at the 2013 Justice Court Conference. 

-Mr. Dryer asked if the Ethics Advisory Committee would be the author of the paper and suggested that the guidelines on the use of social media must be specific. He said the direction of the Policy and Planning Committee was disappointing and the subcommittee had recommended a proactive approach and preferred not to wait to issue an opinion when a judge makes a mistake. 
-Mr. Shea said given the discussions thus far, he doesn’t believe the Ethics Advisory Committee will issue a binding opinion. He will, however, pursue getting the Ethics Advisory Committee involved in writing the paper. 

-Mr. Dryer said it was his understanding that the report would be advanced to the Ethnics Advisory Committee for input and suggestions on how to implement the recommendations.
-Judge Michelle Christiansen suggested she request an opinion as to whether or not a judge should have a Facebook page. 

-Duane Betourney suggested meeting with Mr. Johnson to help shape the paper. 

-Rob Parkes said he felt the judges needed an equivalent of the court staff’s policy on the use of social media. 
-It was decided that Mr. Dryer, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Shea set up a meeting with Judge Gregory Orme, chair of the Policy and Planning Committee, to discuss the matter further.  

-Report and Recommendations on the Possession and Use of Electronic Devices in Court Facilities: Mr. Dryer indicated the Council’s Study Item Committee has met and made changes to the Report and Recommendation on the Possession and Use of Electronic Devices in Court Facilities. Justice Jill Parrish, who chairs the committee, asked the changes be reviewed by the Social Media Subcommittee. Mr. Dryer remarked that the level of comfort among judges regarding the use of Smartphones in the courtroom depends on the judge’s calendar, for example criminal cases are of more concern than civil cases. 
-Mr. Dryer forecasts that the committee will recommend the presiding judge create the policy for the courthouse, while the judge would have control over her or his courtroom. The attorneys and media will be addressed separately. 
-The question arose as to what would happen if the presiding judge banned use of the phones in the courthouse, but an individual judge allowed the use in her or his courtroom. Mr. Dyer will raise this question at the Study Item Committee meeting on Dec. 16. 
3. Recommendations for the Court’s Use of Social Media: The subcommittee members reviewed the Recommendations for the Court’s Use of Social Media and made suggested changes to the reports. Nancy Volmer will incorporate the changes to the report and circulate another draft to subcommittee members. 
4. Next Meeting
-Mr. Dryer indicated that another meeting may be necessary. A date of January 19 at noon was scheduled. 
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