MINUTES
Judicial Council Study Committee on Technology Brought into the Courtroom

April 22, 2011

Supreme Court Conference Room

PRESENT:  Justice Jill Parrish, Chair, Judge Christine Decker, Randy Dryer, Judge Deno Himonas, Judge Jerry Jensen, Brent Johnson, Judge David Mortensen, Judge Rick Romney, Judge Randy Skanchy, Nancy Volmer
EXCUSED:  Rick Davis, Jeff Hunt
STAFF:  Diane Abegglen
I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Justice Parrish welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked committee members to introduce themselves.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
II. SCHEDULE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
After a discussion regarding availability, committee members agreed to meet on the fourth Friday of each month in the Supreme Court Conference Room from noon to 2 pm.  The next meeting of the committee will be held on Friday, May 27, 2011.
III. DISCUSSION OF COMMITTEE CHARGE
Justice Parrish led a discussion of the committee’s charge and invited Judge Mortensen to report on the Board of District Court Judges’ independent inquiry regarding the use of phones and cameras in trial courtrooms and jury rooms.  
Judge Mortensen informed the committee that the Board of District Court Judges formed a subcommittee to study issues related to the use of electronic media in courtrooms and jury rooms after problems began to surface in Utah trial courts.  He reported that the Board of District Court Judges issued a written report in February 2011 that recommends a very restrictive policy on the use of electronic media in state courtrooms (one that prohibits electronic devices of any kind in courthouses with some exceptions for attorneys, court employees, law enforcement and Department of Corrections’ employees, and with possible exceptions for members of the press and patrons).  Justice Parrish asked Judge Mortensen how extensively the subcommittee had researched the issues and whether each district court judge had been surveyed.  Judge Mortensen indicated that each member of the Board had spoken with members of their bench, but the subcommittee’s research was not comprehensive.  Justice Parrish recommended that the Board of District Court Judges’ written report serve as a starting point for the committee’s discussions on the use of electronic media in courtrooms and asked Diane Abegglen to circulate a copy of the report to committee members prior to the next meeting.  
Justice Parrish then invited Randy Dryer to report on the Judicial Outreach Committee’s study of social media.  Mr. Dryer reported that the social media subcommittee has been charged to:  (1) recommend a policy for use of social media by judicial employees; (2) study the impact of social media on judges and determine if a revision to the Code of Judicial Conduct is necessary; (3) recommend a consistent court policy regarding use of social media in judicial proceedings in all levels of court (including judges, lawyers, and jurors); (4) recommend a consistent media policy for use of computers, cell phones, PDAs and other electronic devices to tweet, blog and otherwise communicate or report on court proceedings; and (5) explore proactive use of social media to promote judicial programs and communication with stake holders.  Justice Parrish inquired about the subcommittee’s timeframes and Mr. Dryer indicated that he expects the subcommittee to complete its work within one year.  A recommended policy regarding question #1 should be drafted by next month and question #2 should be answered within 2-3 months thereafter.    
Justice Parrish asked Judge Jensen to report on the Board of Justice Court Judges’ yearlong pilot program in Davis County to test the use of audio recordings in justice courts.  Judge Jensen observed that the pilot program had been running for only one week, but he expects that the recordings will help expedite the resolution of disputes and, ultimately, protect justice court judges from unfounded complaints.  He stated that justice courts in the state of New York have moved to digital recording and are loving the experience.  
Justice Parrish asked the committee how it would like to proceed in future meetings and how the work of the various subcommittees could best be incorporated into the committee’s final report.  Judge Mortensen suggested that the committee discuss the Board of District Court Judges’ written report at the next meeting and expand the inquiry to include juvenile and justice court perspectives.  Judge Jensen stated that the Board of Justice Court Judges is raising many questions regarding audio recordings in justice courts and volunteered to generate a list of issues for discussion at the next meeting.  Justice Parrish asked Ms. Abegglen to circulate a memo and supporting materials related to cameras in the courtroom prior to the next meeting and Mr. Dryer offered to provide Ms. Abegglen with additional materials on the topic.  Mr. Dryer also suggested that the committee consider conducting public hearings on the issue of cameras in the courtroom.  Finally, Judge Himonas raised the possibility of conducting a pilot project in the district courts regarding broadcast coverage of trial proceedings.   
IV. DISCUSSION RE SUBCOMMITTEES
Justice Parrish deferred the discussion of subcommittees to a future meeting.
V. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  The next meeting will be held from noon to 2 pm on Friday, May 27, 2011 in the Supreme Court Conference Room.
